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One can never have 
enough of Little Rann of  
Kutch (LRK) as it throws up 
surprises every time. LRK is a 
magical place n dream destination 
for wildlife lovers especially for 
raptors. In its 360-degree vastness, 
the trained eye of a birding guide 
will spot a prey bird that migrated 
from thousands of miles away, 
perching on a tiny wood stump 
or sitting, roosting on the ground 
that almost dissolves into the land 
around it.                                                                                                                                         

I was returning from a morning 
safari. I am sharing thrilling 
wildlife moments of the natural 
world which I came across in 
2016. I saw a Western Marsh 
Harrier (Circus aeruginosus) 
roosting on the ground. I thought 
of taking a ground-level shot so  
I got down from the car and slowly 
approached the bird. LRK has a 
unique charm with desert ecology 
beautiful surface patterns and 
merging horizons. Suddenly from 
nowhere mighty Eastern Imperial 
Eagle (Aquila heliaca) came and 
landed on Marsh Harrier. I was 
stunned and surprised to see the 
scene happening in front of me. 
Never thought of in my wildest 
dream that raptor killing a raptor. 
It was an amazing encounter and 
witnessed some epic moments. 
You simply won’t believe your 
eyes.

....Eagle
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Comments on food habits of Eastern Imperial 
Eagle: This is the best example of the intraguild 
predation relationships in vertebrates are 
usually asymmetrical and size-based, with larger, 
dominant species preying on smaller ones (Polis 
et al. 1989; Holt & Polis 1997). It is noted that 
many predatory species act both as potential 
competitors and predators for each other or for 
other species of similar foraging habits (Petty et 
al. 2003). Here, a similar predation was observed 
in Eastern Imperial Eagle preying on Western 
Marsh Harrier by Shah (2023). Also, Bhatt & Dixit 
(2023) documented a Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) 
preying on a Black-winged Kite (Elanus caeruleus). 

In raptor guilds, there is often a hierarchical 
structure that appears to be maintained by larger 
or more aggressive species displacing smaller 
or less aggressive species rather than by direct 
killing (Newton 1979), although larger raptors 
are known to predate smaller ones (Uttendörfer 
1952). However, Eastern Imperial Eagle (EIE)  
Aquila heliaca is a large-size raptor species 
breeding from Central Europe, the Balkans,  
Central Asia, and South Siberia to China 
and Mongolia (BirdLife International 2021). 
Eastern Imperial Eagle is a winter visitor and is  
uncommonly found in many parts of Gujarat 
(Ganpule et al. 2022). A recent study shows that 
the EIE is a top predator exploiting different prey 
in different parts of its distribution (del Hoyo et 
al. 1994). The great diversity of species in the 
food spectrum of the EIE proved its opportunism 
towards feeding (Demerdzhiev 2011). The 
literature survey indicated that EIE is predating 
various types of prey, including two hundred 
different taxa in the food menu, including Western 
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus (Demerdzhiev 
et al. 2022). – Raju Vyas, Editor Note. 
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