
To cotnc togcrhcr. each one ofus will have to
c\ilrnir'!- our rnotiYcs tirr rvhat all wc are doing in thc
rnrrrc of  bird conscn'at ion. Ego cla-shcs or highly
pcrsonal agcndas ntcrcly gencratc conflicts among us
c\cry tintc wc conlc togethcr. lt is bcst thcn not to

.- lrilVc scnltnars or workshops or attelnpt to fomr
trrnbrcllu organizations. Lct cvcry person, or group of
pcrsons go thcrr own way and hopc for thc bcst.
13ctbrc you all is thc liicndship betw'ccn Lalsinhbhai
runLi L Wc cnjoy cach othcr's contpany in sharcd
intcrcsts and conccmsi wc rcspcct one another, and
this srn;rll association has achicvcd a geat dcal for
bilcis lnd ttrr conscn,:rtion. Why cannot wc all just be
tiicntls and strcngthcn our associations to producc a
lirnnidlblc tbrcc'l Thc ntost wondcrful example is
l l r l r  o l  bccs. so snral l .  so focuscd in their  indiv idual
prrrsrr i t  of  t lowcr ncctar and pol lcn and yet so
t';arsontc in thcir onslaught when dangcr threatensl
l'lrc ditli:rcncc is that wc human bcings are not
rucrcly social  anintals;  wc are social ,  indiv idual ist

-  i rnrrrrals.  Wc havc thc inst incts of  thc social  l ions
rulonr l i th thosc of  thc loncly t igcr.  I lcrein l ie thc
strcugths ancl thc rvcakncsscs ofhunran societyl lt is
thc dcl icatc balancing of  thc two sccmingly divcrgcnt
corrrprr lsrons thal  makes for matur i ty and wisdom.

What has this got to do with birdwatching?
( lsrurllv considcrcd. nothing; and yct cvcr),thing.
I l r rdsatching is bcst donc alonc or with a couple of
t i icnds. Birds jusr do not l ike crowds. This is also
tluc tbr bird photographcrs. Going our scparate ways
is alr ight Lrp to a poinr.  l f  wc are pursuing our hobby
lbr thc Ycry pcrsonal plcasurc and not attcmpting to
rinr\\' attcntion and public applausc, thcre is no hamr
donc: and thc largcr thc numbcr of such individuals

in Society, thc bcttcr. .sincc thcy pror iclc tlrc
favorable public opinion so vcry csscnrial in
gencrating social proscriptions. Thc Sanrs and rhc
Peacock are still plcnlitiil in our crorldccl CLrjar;rt
because of th is social  forcc.  Likc gravi ty.  i t  is  a rcry
weak though cohcsivc lorcc and can hc strcngthcnc.l
by legis lat ion. Unhappi ly.  r t  can bc scr ioLrsly
disturbcd by the lcast bit of cgoccntnc bchavior. It
can also bc wcakcncd by apathy sprcading antong thc
pcoplc.  Unhappi ly ui th thc hugc incrcasc in hLul ln
population and thc grcat dcmand tbr rcsourccs tbr thc
vcry basic of  human nccds, thc quict  inf lLrcnccs of
traditional values arc cvaporating and it is thcrctbrc
neccssary to fonr associations and "go public". This
then is the reason why today I anr contpclling nrysclf
to spcnd rrorc and ntorc of nry tintc attcnding
gatherings and writing such lcttcrs.

Before lcaving I l ingolgadh for Ahmcdabad I
conducted a snakc show for a cosntopolitan group of
children; I was surprise d to tind Gu jarati childrcn
among thcnr rnorc rcady to handlq thc snakcs thln
their ffiends liom orhcr parts of India. It should not
be a surprisc if this was on account of thc Natrrrc
Education Programrnc I had thc prir rlcgc of
concciv ing and ini t rat ing thcrc.  l l ingolgadh has
thercfore acquircd an il.uportancc far grcatcr than its
geographical or historical sign ifi cancc.
Dhamrakuntarsinhj i used to considcr his annLral visit
to l l ingolgadh an act of  pcrfonning a pi lgr inragcl
How do we carry fbrward this tradition cvcn as wc
recognize othcr locations and strivc tbr thcir
conservation?

Lavkumar Khachar.
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BCSG and l" lamingo

B i r t i f . o n s c r r a t i o n S o c i e t y ' G u j a r a t ( I } C S G ) w a s f b t r n d c d i n 2 0 0 0 w i d r t h c t r b j c c t r r c t r t
! ( r I : ( . 1 \ i r | | \ r n  o l ' h i rds  u l  rhc  s r , , r c i h ro t r i h  f i c l r l  r e rca reh .  docunrcn ta t i un .  t n t rn ing .  a$a rcn ( ' \ s  l t t t i r t t i e ' '

ncr\orking $i th l ikc-mindcd NCos; anJ lobbyrng tbr protcct ion of  birds and thcir  habi tats l t  is  thc onl l

sr i t tc\ \ i r lc nct \ \ork of  bird- ' ,n,atchcrs.  omithologist i  and'conscn'at ion ists of  CLriarat  str iVing to achicrc t l lc

r r h t t r  e  t t r  t l .

U['SG bnngs out a quartcrly ncu'slctter - 'l"lamingo' for its tncnrbcrs. Articlcs' notcs' lntcrcstlng

bircl sightings. inrp-onant bird arca. in tbnrlation/appcal rcgarding conscnation isstrcs' trcld prograllllllc

rcpo,rs rc l , r t -cd to Gujarat Statc arc publ ishcd in thc l ' lanr ingo For publ ic l t ion of  ln ic lcs 'nolcs rn the

l , l r rnt ingo. bor l r  thc aon.,n. ,on Engl ish and scicnt i f ic nalnc nl t lst  bc givcn rrhcn a brrd spcclcs ls nlcnt lon

l i r r  thc t l rst  t inrc rnd latcr on t ic courron L,ngl ish namc only.  Conrm.n [-ngl ish natr lcs;rnd scicnt i t lc

,r ,u,rcs sl ,oLr ld lb l lo$,Manakadan. R. and I , i t t i . .  A.  (2002).  Standardizcd Engl ish and Scicnt i t lc Ni t t t tcs t t f '

r l re l t r r t ls of thc lndian Subcont incnt 2002. NLBW 42 (3):  l -35. l f  thc nortrcnclaturc is at loptcd l iotn

ot l rcr  sourcc. l i r l l  rct 'crcncc should bc givcn'
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Save Bhal Area
I .  R.  Gadhvi  rand Shrenik  Shah t
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Vcluvadar Nut ional  l ,ark in thc Bhal rcgion at
thc cr i re of  t l rc CLrl f  of  Khanlbhat is onc of  thc last
l.irr urasslunrls lcft in thc country. This National l)ark
is u or ld-t lnrotrs t i r  r  i ts Blackbuck and Wolf
poprr lu lron. Vcluradur Nat ional  l )ark is thc sccond
lirrlrL'st roosting sitc of lrlrricrs in thc u,orld. l-our
spccics of  nr igntory hirnicrs (about 2500 birds)
tirrauc ;rnd roost tirr nlore than six nronths in thc
urtsslund of Uhal.  Thc park also strpports scvcral
ot l rcr  spdcics of  thc birds of  prcy,  This grassland is
rulro ;1n l" 'n,rn,nt  brccding ground of thc global ly
lh rc ir tcnc( l  I -csscr F lor ican.

Thc prolcctcd irrca suppofting more than l5
rrrrrrrrrruls-  150+ bird spccics and scvcral  rcpt i lcs is
;rlrc;rdy tircing problcnrs sincc last fcr,r' ycars duc to
i ln In(hrslrv.  Nou Dholcra l )on and SEZi SIR arc
corrr inr rrp in this arcl .  Undcr this dcvclopmcnt
l)fotTirnlnc. rcqucst ti)r thc forcst and rcvcnuc land
rurorrnd lhc Nat ional  I 'ark.  rv i th in thc distance of 0 to
lJ krn t iorn thc Nat ional  l 'ark boundary.  is alrcady
r)rildc lo thc govcmntcnt. About 3270 hcctarcs arc
rctlrrircrl lirr [)lrolcra l)on projcct. and anothcr 3ti83
hcctrrrcs urc rcquircd fbr SIR. Furthcnnore, the

proposcd Intcmati()nal  Air  l )on nc r  l -cdirr l | - l ) ip l i .  l
Poncr I ' lant and a six- l i rnc l r ighrvay rr i l l  t lkc tol l  t i l '
additional grasslilnd urca. Thc lnntl pnrposcd tirr
acqu is i t i on  bc longs  to  Adhc l l i .  l l a r  a l i u l i .
Jasuantpura, Crrndlna and sal t - l l lcctcd rrrrs lc l rurt l .
t , lcvatcd arcas of  th is landscirpc pror idc rc l i rgc to t l rc
wi ld l i fc dur ing nronsoon 11ooding. FigLrrc I  g ircs an
idca of thc proxrnr i ty of  thc proposcd dcr c lopnrcnts
to thc Nat ional  l )ark.
I 'ossiblc Thrcats to thc wi ld l i fc and thc landscapc l rc
as tbl lorvs:

.  This part icular arca suppons scvcr i l l  \ \ ' i l ( l
spccics bclonging to Schcdrr lc I  and l l  of  thc
Wildl i fb l ) rotcct ion Act.  l lcncc i rny
dcvclopmcnt l l  act iv i ty in this arca cl i rcct ly or '
indircct  ly l  l r  re; i lcns t l lc i r  c \  is lcnee.

.  l l lcgal  act i r i t ics.  panicular ly poaching of
wi ld l i fc is l ikcly to incrcasc wit l . r  int l l t rat ion
of labourcrs fionr othcr stltcs.

o Ncw rcsrdcnt ial  arcas. t ransportat ion. hotcls
etc wi l l  havc indircct  c l lcct  on r i ld l i t 'c .

v5!^v^o^R N^flor.| ,r- PanK.

FOR PORT

FOR GIDC/SIR/SEZ

7133  HACT.

{* _
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lndustrial ctlltlcnts and chernicals are likely to

pollutc air ancl willtcr and have advcrsc tmpact

()n thc ccosyslcl'l 't.
, .Advcrsc inrpact of industrial dcvclopment on

lllc coastal arcar on the marinc envtronment ts

clcarly sccn on Jamnagar' Itorbandar and

flchitrh coast. Similar advcrse

cnr irontr tcntal  impact is bcing ant ic ipatcd in

t l t i s  l r r c l t .
r . ('onstntction activity in thc coastal arca ls

likcly to block rvater flow and create flood
' s i t u l l t i o n .

. Not only thc wildlife, industrial development

is likcly to affcct thc huuran life too'

C-hcnrical dycs in thc groundwater of Jctpur

(.lunagadh distric0 and Vatva lndustrial area

of A[nrcdabad; air and watcr pollution at

Vapi and Anklcshwar arc the examplcs ln

tnrnt  of  us.

r Traditional cOtton and \'!'hcat varlctlCS arc

cul t ivatcd by organic fanr ing Wc t ' i l l  losc

traditional varlcllcs gro*'n organicirlly in

addit ion to fcr t i lc  agr ictr l t t r ral  land'

.  l )uc to the loss of  agr icLr l t t r ral  land'  'Gattc lrnr

land' ,  and rcrcntte lund l 'ur  rndtrstr i l l  pt l rTr(r \c '

there wi l l  bc a cr is is of  foddcr t i r r  thc rr  i ld l i l 'c

as well as for donrcstic anllrlals

lndustrial dcvclopnrcnt nlay bc ncccssitry tor

thc country 's progrcss bLir  i fsuch doclopnrcnt bcing

Jona ut th" aort  of  ou, natt t ral  rvcal th '  nc rr i l l  sot t t l

i;; ;r. natural hcritagc This shotrld not bc

tolcratcd. Progrcss is ncccssary btlt it has to trc

sustainablc. So *'c all havc to unltc to savc otlr

la.i,"n.. Our wildliti and cnvironurcntal lal's do not

pcnnii dcvelopnrcnt which is not cnvironttlctlt-
' f tcndly 

and should bc considcrcd i l lcgal  Lct  t ts

makc collcctivc cflbrts to savc otlr '[thal' rcgion -

Chhari-Dhand Conservation Reserve
J. K. Tiwari

cenlfe lbr Desert and ocean, viltage Moti-virani. ia. iakrrtrana, Kachchh - 370665. e-mail:jugal2000(/ )ahoo coln

Clhhari-Dhand is a seasonal wctland in the

rrnrsslands of Uanni in thc north-wcstcm part or

Klchchh. Chhari-Dhand (Chhari  n lcaning sal t -

ltlcctcd and Chhari is a Sindhi word for a shallow

sauccr shapcd dcprcssron) is situatcd ncar the village

l"ul l -v in Nakhtrana tahsi lof  Kachchh'

Thcrc are four tcnns for wctlands in Bannt

rrrcrt rtnd across thc border: Kar (snrallest wetland)'

Cltltacltlt (brggcr wctland than Kar)' Thalhh (bigger

n'ctlancl rtranZr hach ) and Chhari ( biggcst wctland)'

l'hc rtrca of tlrcsc sca-sonal ficshwatcr bodies

dcpcncls rrpon thc antotlnt ofrainfall rcccivcd in that

panicular ycar. Thcsc wctlands are located on the

,nrcrati(.,n puth*uy of Palearctic tnigrants and play

..i, i'uponun, rolc as foraging, wintering' -roostlng'

..*iing 
"n.l 

staging grounds for t.nillions of waders.'

,.l.r.riirtr l.. ..uln.i una othcr feathered migants that

visit thc irrca liom August and spend time till March

c\ crv ycllr.
'l 'hc arca ol [lanni grasslands is 3847 sq km'

l l tcre rrrc scvcral  watcrbodies al l  cphcmeral  or

seasona[ in naturc c.g Vakcrio-Dhand' Khccrlog'

Vinzar varo Thathh'  l lodko Thathh'  Scrvo-Dhrtnd'

Bhagadio Thathh, Kar ncar Kirro' Kunjo ari Thrtthlt'

itanltut ctc , and thc biggcst in sizc attiong all is

Chhari  Dhand.
Chhari Dhand is 80 km south-rvcst to llhtr'i

and 30 km fionr Nakhtrana town Thc \\etland ls

uniquc in its floral and tirunal cotttposltroh v-it"lotrori, 
reeds (4 - 6 fcct tall) grow on thc cdgcs ol

this shallow wetland Thc nraxiurum dcpth of Chhari

Chhari is 5-6 fcct in thc ccntrc and on thc \\atcr

ch-nelr. The nrain sourcc of \\'atcr tbr Chhari Dhand

is rivcr Chhari (Dhunrd)' Layan rivcr' Caiansar rtvcr'

and thc largc catchlncnt arcas of Krro' I'alkhiari and

Vazira hills.
The south-wcst lllonsoon brings rvatcr 1o tnc-

Darched landscapc of Banni Thc alluvial soil of

ilanni bcconres rnundatcd with thc rtrin-wzrtcr ilno

.Jg., fit. Dhamor (Cipcrrr's rotundl!s)' Kalur irnd

Laia (Suaeda .fiur itosa) and Oocyn (()-css crt'rttrr;

*o* tt"r. profuscly Thc arca is in-acccssiblc to
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pcoplc lirr alntost 2-3 nlonths. This is thc tirnc whcn
( hhari Dhand suppolts thc ncsting of resident
\ \  l rctbirds.  Thc f i rst  wcck of  October is the t imc
rr hgr onc can scc Cthlrari Dhand from all anslcs.

l - rr i l r r rc of  tonsoon (gcncral ly o, i . "  
"u"rylhrcc ycars) givcs timc to naturc to take its own

coursc. In drought ycars, Chhari Dhand is a bonc drv.
l r r l l i r r r r l - r ; rhlc l lar  landscapc. Thc Lcsscr tsandicoois
lJttrttticoota bengalen.sis is the main prey basc for all
Nlurrrnral ian. Avian and Rcpt i t ian predators.  The
l l t rot l ing ct f  Banniand Chhari  Dhand is nature's own
rr ly of  control l ing t l rc populat ion of  rodents.  ln
lar ourablc ycars.  rodcnts mult ip ly in mi l l ions and

. sprcrrd ovcr thc cnrirc Banni landscape, causing loss
ol crops on thc fiingcs of Banni and entcrins the
I r t r r r r ; rn  -d  r r  c  l l  r ng .

Thcrc arc 315 spccies of birds rcportcd from
K;rt l rehh dis lncr.  oul  of  which Chhari  Dhand and the
\ l r rr( 'Un( lrng lctrcsr ia l  habi tat  suppons ovcr 200
spccics of  birds.  Endangcrcd spccies l ikc Black-
ncckcd Stork (Ephippiorh-vnclns as iar ictts).
I);rlnratian l)clican (pelecanus crispus), Darter
(.ltlltittgo nrclanogaster) and Marbled Tcal
\ . \ l ( t tnuronc o angtts l i roslr is)  havc also been
rcpoficd hcrc.

(-hhari Dhand supports ovcr 40,000 Common
( rancs (Crtr.r gltr.s) in a good wintcr. Thc Dhand is a
rood tbraging arca for Grcat White l)clicans
ll't,lL,tnrrrrs otncrotalus); about 1500 Great White
l 'c l icans can bc sccn in wintcr.

Thc Cornmon Cranc population is seen
tccding on thc tubcrs of Dharnor or C.yperus sedge.

-l'hcy play an intportant ccological rolc as nature,s
o\\'n tracror and dig the soil to make it fertile
ancl allorv acration: Thc cxposcd tubers ofthe sedges
in uptLrrncd soil arc fcd upon by the birds like doves,
larks and sandgrousc. which cannot dig soi l .

Chhari Dhand was sclcctcd as a field station
b-"- l3onrbay Natural llistory Socicty. I carne there
r longu' i th thc tcam of UNIIS Scicnt ists and Bird-
tnrppcrs on 3"r January 1990 for bird banding and
rnirrat ion studics.  Mr.  S. A. Hussain was thc
l ' r incipl l  Scicnr ist  of  BNIIS Bird Migrat ion project.
\\'c did bird ringing till 1992 and trappcd over 5000
brrds tiont our ficld station established at Fulav
r illagc. Our ringed birds were rccovercd in Russia
rnti rvc tbrrnd thc MOSKI(A rings on Littlc Stint

(Calidris minma). Onc Great Whitc l)clican rinscd at
I ly Dcl ta.  Lakc lJalkash. Kazal,hsran was l i ,unJt le lr i
near Mithdi  (Abda . thccl)  ncar Chhari  Dhand.

Dr. Asad Rahnrani sclcctcd lllnnl grassl:rnrls
as one of thc BNIIS Cr,rssland cct, l t ,gy I iJd starrrrn
and thc ficld station at Fulay was conrinucd. I \\,as
working again in thc sarrrc arca. Thrs tintc I u,as
Iooking into othcr ccological paratncrrcs of llanni lnd
Chhari  Dhand. Whi lc working at  l .u lay rvc rnucic
many significant findings on thc ccology of l3irnni
and Dhands. Thc vi l lagc jhccls of  Banni suppons
good bird populat ions in r t tonsoon and nlst l  sorrrc
lnrportant hcronrics. Luna hcronry. about l7 knr tiolrr
Chhari  Dhand is onc of thc top l0 hcronr ics of  Incl ia.
with ovcr 10,000 ncsts of  8 spccics of  watcrbir t is;
Glossy lbis (Plegadi.s .falc incl/r.s) bcing onc of thcrn.

Chhari  Dhand is a wst land which qual i f ics tbr
the status of  Ranrsar s i tc as nrcnt ioned in ' l \ , rcnt i i l l

and cxist ing Ranrsar Si tcs of  India '  by M. Zatar Lr l_
Islarrr and Asad R Rahrnani, 200tt. This n,ctland is
dcclared as a Conscrvation Rcscrvc bv thc Cuiarat
Co\crnmcnt in May 200tt .  Thc sl i r tUs ot '
Conscrvat ion Rcscn,c wi l l  hclp Chhari  Dhand cnjoy
protcction from cornntcrcial fishinc w.hich rcallv

. disturbs rhe birdlifb. Othcr hunran ac-ti.,.itics t,ill not
be control led. Grazing, fucl-wood col lcct ion ;rnd
honcy and gurn col lcct ion wt l l  bc al lowcd as bcfbrc.

Persons cxplor ing thc rocky habitar ncar Kiro.
Palkhiari for gravcl and slonc ntining tricd to prc\cn1
its declaration as Conscrvation Rcscrvc. Tlrcsc arcas
are safc havens for wildlifc, whcrc it takcs shclrcr
dur ing f looding in r lonsoon. AII  nr in ing lcascs rcrc
cancel lcd by Distr ict  Administrat ion and Mining
Dcparlment.  Thc conscrvat ion rcscn c ston,.  , ,  i l l
certainly help conscrvc this pristinc \\,ctland habir|r
and its birds.

The Chhari Dhand Conscrvation Rcscrvc l.ill
open the avenucs for Eco-tourisnt and CLrltLrral
tourism in Kachchh. Efforts arc undcr way to gd thc
Chhari  Dhand arca dcvclopcd as an rdcr l  cc. , -r i r , r is,n
site (author is a rnclrbcr of District Ecotourisnr
Committee). An Intcrprctation Ccntrc at Fulay. sornc
eco-huts, boat-ridc. traditional tbod of Ilanni arc all
good plans taking shape,

Thanks to thc cfforts of Disrrict and Statc
Forest officers Chhari Dhand now cnjoys rhc stntus
of Conservation rcscrve . Worth mcntioning l.tcrc lrc
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Shri R. L. Mccna (CF). Shri L. N. Jadeja (DFO)'

Shri GLr.lar (Sub-DFO). Shri Roychoudhary (!'orest

Se!rcr i r )  )  and Shri  Nanda lprcscnt Forcst Secrct l ry) .

Thc advocacy role of IBCN Gujarat was significant
rr this issuc. Thc press playcd a positive role; lndian

f-rprcss and Kutchntitra arc worth mcntioning here.

I 'c l ic ln Narurc Club Mernbcrs S.N. Varu and N N.

l3lpat alri'irys did thcir bcst to see that Chhari-Dhand
is protcctcd. Continucd intcrcst by thc Late M. K.

l l inrrnutsinhi i  wi l l  a lways bc rcmembcrcd. ln fact  i t  is

sr.rggcstcd to nar l lc thc Wct land as'Chhari  Dhand -

I l inrnnt Clonscn'at ion Rcscn c ' .

Ever since I startsd Centre for Dcscrt and

Ocean (CEDO) for ccotouristl and Naturc cdtlcatron

work and settle d at Moti Virani, birdcrs fronl at lcast

20 counnies have visitcd thc placc and adnrircd thc

beauty of  thc placc. l -oLtr  naturc cdtteut ion cal l lP\  (r l -

BNHS had been organizcd so far at Chhari Dhand in

past two ycars. I havc organizcd sonlc 20 onc-day

naturc camps for school studcnls of l0 villagcs

Chhari Dhand is now not an unknown nantc Wc ri ill

try our best to sec that Chhari Dhand is dcclarcd as it
'Ranrsar Site'.

Whi lc v is i t ing Dhonsa Jheel,  Ta Bhuj for

bircling rvith Jaysukh I'arckh (bird photographcr fiom
uhLri) on 2titr' Octobcr 2008 on the way between

Khari Rivcr-Ratiya. wc saw one specics of wheatear
n itfr n hitc croun and white in tail featherc (picala

rircc) pcrching on thc rock. Mr. Jaysukh Parekh took
thc ph(xograph ofthis bird also

On first sight wc idcntified it as Variable
Wlrcirtcar (Ocnantha picala, capisla morph) but soon

s c rcalizcd that it was actually rescmbling to Hooded
Wlrcittcitr (Oenanlhe nonacha) So wc decided to

scnci thc photograph to Bombay Natural flistory
Socicty fbr idcntification. So Mr. Jaysukh Parekh

scnt this plrorograph ro BNfIS for idcntification This
Nrs tirrrvardcd to Dr. T. J. Roberts (an authority and

ruuthor of 'llirds of Pakistan') for identification'
Finrr l ly i r  rvas idcnt i f lcd as l looded Whcatcar.  Thus,

this is thc f i rst  rccord of  th is spccres in lndia and

Kachchh too. l lcncc i t  is rvorth recording.
Latc S. D. Riplcy (1982) statcd that it occurs

in Egypt. lran, Sinai, Afghanistan, South Arabia and

Pakistan. [t is recorded in wintcr in Pakistan at

Gvadar Port, Baluchistan. ln sutlnrcr' it is rccordcd

in Iranian Baluchistan. I  hus. hc has not ntcnt ioncd o1-

the occurrence of this Bird in lndia. lt scctlrs it cattrc
hcrc {ronr Pakistan as stragglcr.

Robcns (1992) had pcrsonal ly sccn I  pair  ol '

this bird once in I'akistan at hills ncar Capc Monzc

on 2lo July 1978. Urooks got spccimcn of th is bird

from westcm hi l ls of  Manchar Lakc'  l lLrnrc col lcctcd

soecinten from Korcbutt and Kirthar of Makran coilst
und ftorn Nurrecnai Corgc of Dadu district of Sindh

and Blandford collcctcd spccitrcn fronl Cvadirr. Shah
Cag and Dasht of  Br l t rehistan. Al l  thcsc spcei l t rcns

are lying in British Mttscutt.t.
References:
Riplcy S. D. (1982). A Synopsis of thc Birds of lndirt

and Pakistan. Bombay Natural llistory Socicty
- Oxford Univcrsity I'rcss' Munlbai pp. 470'

Roberts T. J. (1992). Birds of l'akistan Oxfbrtl
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First Record of Hooded Wheatear in Kachchh and India
S. N. Varu

Junavas.Temple Street, Madhapar, Ta. Bhu1, Kachchb- 370020 e-mait: snvaru@ryahoo'in

Dr. Ravisankaran -,{ deParturc too carl}

[)f. Ravi sankafan bas passed a\d,ay alier sull 'ering a massive heart attack on January l7 2009 at the young age ol'16 On hr\

rutjt len demise the $,orld ol conservation las lort one of i ls nosl passionate, declicated and innovati!e person He was a bri l l iNnl

scienlisl ,nd an oulstanding i ield rvorker. But above all, a finest human being'

Hc hrs conlrrbuled a lot to wildlite conser.r'ation in lndia. Ravi wil l be remembererl lbr his wo* on the Lesser l j lorican and

sludies ol lhe \icoba Megapode and Edible Nest Swili let in the Andaman & Nicobar-lslands His analysis Ql lhe impacl ol lhc

einlhquake and lsLrnani ot' i l ic.mUer 200,1 on the ecology ofthe islands $ere oulslrnJrng He rrrrs ;ssoeii-rted uith SACO\ l irt rt

long l in're. He recenlly lq)k charge as direclor ofSACON
Mav God l.esl hrs soul rn oaua.. w" oll 'er the deepest and sincere condolences to Mls shankaran and theit t laughtel Irnd

shale their gl iel  and loss.
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Nesting of Painted Stork at Palasva Vi l lage, Kachchh
Anika l-ere

AINP on Agricultural Ornithology, Anand Agricultuml Universiry. Anan<l.3gg I l0
e-mail : anikalere(;)redi llinail.com

.. Wc visired Munjasar Tank (230 26' 44', N;
70'  56'  -s l "  E) about 2-3 km south to palasva vi l lase
rn Rlprrr  Tr lLrkl  of  K;rchchh distnct on 25' l ,Januai-v
1006. Thc tank had almost dricd up as the storcd
\\iltcr \\as bcing liftcd for irrigation by installing
r l icscl  purnps. Thc soi l  of  tank was moist  at  the
\\  cstcm cnd indicat ing that i t  had dr ied rcccnt ly.

fhc tank harbours a colony of l,ainted Stork
u'lrich cirnrc to rhc noticc of bird watchers in 2005. A
tlctailcd account ofthc colony was given by Varu and
I'ornul (2006). Thcy rccordcd about 150 active nests
o1'l'lrntcd Stork and 300 ncsts ofEurasian Spoonbill.

- \\'hcn thc colony was visitcd by the authors in
IrrnLr;rry 2006. a total 33 adult painted Stork
\l\ltctcria laucot.eplrula'y wcre seen soanng in thc
skv. Thcy had ncstcd on thc prosopis juliJloia grown
on tank bcd and thcir 9 juveniles (old enough to fly)
\\crc standing on ground as a testimony to their
srrcccsstirl breeding. Prosopis julflora is the
dorninat ing plant spccies within this tank. The
ncstrng had rcnlinarcd when wc visited the site. All
thc.jLn'cnilcs had lcft the ncsts and those prescnt were
trkl cnorrgh to t1y.

Thc colony was primarily composed of
I'aintcd Storks ncsts on Prosopis juliflora bushes. A
tottrl | 56 large ncst platforms wcrc counted on nrore
tlran 40 bushcs. The numbers ofnests on each bush
rcrc bcrrvccn 2 and 6, most frequentlv 3. This
nc:t ing \ l tc rras sprcad in an arca of  i  sq.  km. Storks

- lr,rLf rrsctl llrtrmy 51icli. ol Prosopi.s jtrliflora as nesting
nr lrcr ia l .  Al l  ncsts lookcd white duc to deoosi t ion of
e\crcl i l  ( ) t '  rhc hirds.  A fcw ncsts had lal lcn on
rrorrnd, Scvcral small nest platforms of Eurasian
Spoonbill (PIatalca leucorodia) werc also seen
intcrspcrscd with thc larger nesting platforms of
sr0rKs.

Avcrage hcight of Prosopis juliflora varied
tionr 2 to 3 m suggcsting that thc nests might have
l)ccn vcry close to the water surface when nesting
lictr\'rty corrllncnccd in September. prosoprs bushes
stunding in warcr undoubtcdly provided a safe
substrzrtunr l'or nesting and safety against ground
nrcoators.

I'ainted Storks are known to ncst on Llrl.c
trees such as Banyan (F-icus bengalcnsr.s). lrccpll
(Ficus religiosa), Nccnr (,4zadiritta llrllca). IJltruI
(Acacia nilotica), ctc. in Cujarat and clscwhcrc in rhc
country (Al i  and Riplcy,  1983; l ,arasharya and Naik.
1990). Thc storks wcrc also rcponcd ncsting on l:trgc
Prosopis juliflora rrccs ar.Dclhi Zoo (Dcs;ri cl a/..
1978; Urfi, 1993). howcvcr ncstinc on prosoni.r
bushes standing in u atcr is unao,rrnr, ,n l

According to Shn Dharsinh Raydhan
Prajapati, a local pcrson of I'alasva villagc (pcr1
Contm., October 2005). thc warcr of Munjasar tank
was used up for irrigation by local pcoplc. Rapicl
decline in water lcvcl ntight havc forccd thc srorks ro
terminatc brccding activitics. Ilowcvcr. no nlonillity
was obscrvcd at thc ncsting sitcs. Many big trccs
such as Banayan, Nccm, I)ccpal wcrc prcscnt at thc
tank periphery, howevcr thc storks uscd only
Prosopis for nesting.
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Breeding of Purple-rumped Sunbird at Ahmedabad
P. S. Thakker

24. \ew Nandanvan Society, B/h ISRO. Ahmedabad-380 015, e-mail: thakkerps@ryahoo.com

A foi' ycars ago I wrote a note in 'Vihang'

lbout rhc prcscncc of thc Purplc-Rumped Sunbird at
\  h rncdabad (Thakkcr.  2001 ) .

Thc l)urplc-rLrnrpcd Sunbird (Neclarinia
-tr lotr ica) is known to occur in pcninsular lndia,
south of a linc lionr Nasik (NW Maharashtra) to
. lubl lpur ( l \ ladya l ' radcsh),  (Al i  and Ripley, 1983).
According to Raol (1986).  in Gujarat thc bird is
t i runt l  in south GLrlarat  only.  Sprcad of th is bird in
(iLrj:rrat statc around Ahrncdabad was shown by Raol
(1999). l>arasharya and Vyas (2002) have mentioned
ilboul distribution of this bird in Gujarat. Prcscncc of
thc bircl is rccordcd at I'avagadh, Rajpipla, Vadodara,
,Anlnrl. Nldiird, l)arrcj. Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar.
I'anclcy and Tcli (---) have shown its presencc at
(ll--ER l-oundation. Gandhinagar. I'arasharya and
\ r'as (2002) havc givcn an account of its breeding
p  l . r e  cs  i n  C t r j r ra t .

Isar l  the I 'urplc-rumped Sunbird on l0 'n
Fcl .rnnrv 2007 at l3:15 hrs l iom the higher elevat ion
(tharr  thc bird) and sLrnl ight fa l l ing on thc bird.  l t  had
blight rnaroon colour on thc back and bright metallic
grccn coloLrr on hcad. lt had purplc colour on throat,
vcllon coloLrr on brcast and rest of thc undcr parts
\\ crc \\'hrtc. I sail' thc bird thrice on the salnc day; on
Nlcr icrrn Olcander or 'Ycl low Karen'  (Thevet ia
pt'nrviuna I'crs., Thevetia nerilifolia Juss.), on
Mal;rhar Nut or 'Ardusi' (ldhaloda vasica Nees.),
rrnd on Scarlct Cordia (Cordia sebeslina Linn.),
bclrins thc orangc flowcrs. Again on l8'" F'cbruary I
sri\ thc bird on Mexican Olcander Thcvelia sp. in thc
rrrorning. On l4tl' March 2007 at 07:45 hrs, I saw
botlr nurlc and fcnralc birds togcther sitting on
MrrLrlsrri or'Btrrsali' trce (Minusops elingi Linn.)

On l7 ' r '  March at 14:00 hrs I  saw thc male
sitting on Mast Trcc or 'Asopalav' (Pol.,-althea

ltt,tntttla). Latcr on. fbllowing the movct.ncnts of a
tcrnllc. I lbLrnd a ncst on this trce at a heicht ofabout

25 feet. This was thc first tinrc Isaw thc ncst at such
a height.  I  assurrcd i t  to bc that of  l 'urplc-runtpcd
Sunbird and furthcr continrcd rt on ltlth Murclr thrtt
i t  was so. I  havc takcn photograph ofthc ncst i tnd of l
Purple Sunbird (Nt'tlarinia asiatita\ chasing thc
Purplc-rumpcd Sunbird.

On l5 '"  July at  nry rcsidcncc. I  saw both nralc
and fcmalc Purplc-nrnrpcd Sunbirds fccding thc
f ledgl ing on var ious trccs nrcnt ioncd car l icr .  On l (r"
July I  saw a nralc bird fbcding thc young onc on r
flowering luee Betuvia sp. and on 19"' .luly 2007
again I saw a malc bird fccding thc young oltc at
Vikam Sarabhai Spacc Exhibi t ion bui ld ing at  Spacc
Appl icat ions Ccntrc,  Ahmcdabad, This conf inns thc
brecding of I'urplc-rumpcd Sunbird at Ahutcdabatl.
Thus, the brccding rccord at Ahnrcdabad is irn
cxtension ofbrecding rangc ofthc spccics cstablishcd
by Parasharya and Vyas (2002).
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Sighting of Blue-throated Flycatcher at Morbi:  A New Record for Gujarat

rrarshuram ponery work, opp. Nazarbau;{ii:l fi3[f]: 3 642. e-matt:prasadsanpure(,r),ahoo.com

On Sunday 26'h October 2008
it l  i l round l l  a.  m.,  I  was
plrotornrphing a femalc Red-throated
lrlvcrrtchcr (l'-itcdula parva) on a tree
bchind rnr.  housc at  Morbi ,  Distr ict
Rl jkot.  Thc Rcd-throatcd Flycatcher
rrsctl to pcrch on a branch of thc tree
clu i tc rcrLt lar ly.  Whi lc photographing
thc binl .  suddcnly anothcr f lycatchcr
rcscrnb l in g Tickcl l 's  I l luc-F' lycatcher
((\'ollr.r tickelliae) appcarcd on the tree. But soon wc
rcl l izcd that i t  was not a Tickel l 's  Bluc- Flycatcher.  I
luvc sccn many Tickell's B luc-f,'lycatchen in the Gir
NltiLrn:rl I'ark. The bird had very dark blue
uppcrpans, much darker than Tickell's. It had a blue
throat u'ith a slight orange wedge, and orange breast
r  i th l l r i tc l rc l ly and vcnr.  I t  had sl ight l ighrcr blue on
tlrc cro\\'n. lt was likc a typical flycatcher, but

pcrching high on the trce and making short

sal l ics for insccts.
Wc (nty brothcr \\ ils

accornpanyrng nrc) took photographs of
thc bird and rcf'crrcd to thc books
(Crinrmctt  et  a\ . ,1999, Kaznr icrczlk.
2000),  Wc idcnt i f icd thc bird as a rnalc
Bluc-throatcd. F lycatclrcr  ((  rolrrA
rubcculoidcs). Thcrc arc no rccords
shown tbr Wcstcm lnd ia in cithcr
refercncc book. I  havc ncrcr sccn i r

here before and I do not know ifthcrc arc any rccords
for the Cujarat. Flcncc, I think it is a vcry intcrcsting
sighting.
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White-winged Black Tern, Marshall 's Iora and Sarus Crane
Prasad Ganpule

Parshuranr Ponery Worts, Opp. Nazarbaug Station, Morbi - 363 642. e-mail: pr.asadganpule(2yahoo.com

I
r

I  v is i tcd Pancl i  Vidi  and
l ' lncl i  tank on 5'r '  May 2008 at
aroLrnd 07:00 anr in the rtoming. At
thc tank^ I saw a tcm which wzr-s
qLritc drti'crcnt liont thc tcms seen
lcurrlarlv. lt had a rvhitc runtp and
trrr l .  Thc Lrndcr-pans (brcast and
l l l r ( , i r t )  \ \crc cor plctc ly black. I  he
hcacl rvas also contplcrcly black.
l 'hc bcak was sl inr  and blackish.
Thc undcr-wings wcrc black and
\\ hitc. Thc bird was sccn flying. I managed to take a
phok) but ir is quite out of focus, although above
clcscribcd t'catures arc seen. I idcntified the bird as a
Whrtc-rvingcd lllack Tcm (Chlidon ias leucoplerus)
in brccdrng plunrage. Since it was seen in early May,
it corrld havc bccn a passage migrant. There are some
rccords of thc spccies in the Gujarat as described in
thc botrks (Crimmctt et a1.,1999; Kazmicrczak,
2000).

ln nry ncxl  v is i t  to thc vidi  and
tank on I I'r' May 2001.l carly in thc
ntoming. Shr i  Ashok Mashnr and Shn
Darshak Kana ftorl Ra.jkot
accompanicd us. Wc scarchcd l t r r  thc
tcm but wc could not scc i t .  I lo\ \crcr.
wc rnanagcd to scc two pairs of
Marshall's lora (l egi t h i na rt i gro lu t ca\
in brccding plurnagc in thc r  id i .

We thcn wcnt to Machchhu - l l
dar l  at  around l0 in rhc nroming.

There we saw I I Sarus Crancs (Grir.s antigone\. \Nc
also saw a flock of approxinratcly 100 Conrb Ducks
(Sa rk id io r n i s me la no t os).
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Crab Plover at Dhadhar Estuary in Bharuch District
Dishant Parasharya

Bombay Natural History Sociely, 507i U. Apte Apartments. Raopura. Vadodara-390 001 '

On 2l " No'"'cmbcr 2007 I saw a flock of
('nrlr-f)lovcrs (Dronas ardeold) feeding on thc

rrrr t l t l r t ts ol  Dhadhar Estuary ncar Candhar in
UlrarLrch Distnct.  Thc f lock had around 120 birds l

obscrrcr l  t l r rs t lock occasionl l ly t i l l  Apr i l  2008.
Thc Crab l)lolcrs arc known to occur ln Srcat

: r l r un r l ru ree  i n  rhc  G t r l l ' o f  Kachchh  1 l ' a l r t t  and  B r iggs .
l ( )8(r) .  l lo\cvcr.  i t  ls  considcrcd to be a rare wintcr
r  is i ror in Culf  of  Kharlbhat (Dhannakumarsinhj  i '
I ')55 ). According to Dh iimrakurnarsinhj i. hc had

rccordccl only two to thrce birds occasionally on the
\\ cst coilst of GLllf of Khambhat (ncar Bhavnagar).
Irr rcccnt pLrblications by Grirnmett el al. (1999) and

Klznricrczak (2000), thc distnbution map docs not

slrol its prcscncc rn Culf of Khambhat l'rcscnce of

120 odd birds on thc cast coast of Gulf of Khambhat
l i ' r  r r  pcr i t ,d of  rr torc than four I r lonths suggcsls that

bircls arc ccrtainly occurring in this area but

publishcd records nright bc scanty. As far as

abundance is conccrncd. i t  is  dcf in i tc ly lcss than thl t t

of  Gulf  of  Kachchh. During my wintcr v is i ts to ( iLr l f

of Kachchh, I har.c obscn'cd flocks of 200 to 300

birds on almost cvcry is land lv is i tcd.
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Breeding Record of Blue-tai led Bee-eater near Vadodara
Pritesh Patel

D, 16. pr.amrLkh-Ashish Society. Near Sun Pharma. Ataladra, Vadodara - 390 012, e-mail : plitesh7777(,'yahQo'com

On 9'r '  May 2008, my
ti icnd Dhmv Gandhi and I visi tcd
llr ilrcil ncar Sindhrot villagc of
Vldoclara district on thc cdge of
l \1 lh i  Rivcr fbr birdwatching.
llcrc rvc sarr a bcc-eatcr tnuch
biggcr in s izc than the Smal l  Bcc-
cttcr (lrlcrops orientalis). So I

Photographcd thc bird. lt had blue
rtrnrp.  ta i l  and Lrndcrtai l  covcrts.
cllcstnut throat. irnd its forchcad

havc its photographic cvidcncc. too ).
So. rhis bird *as sightcd hrccr i t t tg

ncar watcr sottrcc in stlll.lltlcr In
wcstcm part of thc cotlntry.
Accclrdrng to Crimmett c/ 4/.
(1999) .  t h i s  h i rd  i s  su t t t rnc r  r i : i t t ' r  i n
thc statcs l ikc Dclhi ,  I  larYana. -

Uttaranchal.  Jatt t l t r t t  & Kashtrr i r  ctc :
and in Rajasthan. Gtr jarat .  Mat l l rya
I ' r i rdcsh Maharastr : r .  i t  is  rr  intcr

vis i tor.  I  thank wi ld l i fc

photographcr Shri Kartik Upadhyay for his hclp.

References:
Ali, S. (1996). Thc Book of lndian llirds. Oxlbrd

Univcrsi ty Prcss -  BNl lS, Mumbai
Gdtnrnctt ,  R.,  tnsl i ipp, C. and Inskipp, T (  l ( ) ()qr '

Pockct Gtrtd" to thc llirtls of inilian

Subcontincut. fJxtbrd Lj n ivcr-s it)' l 'rcss. [)t: i i ' r'

Kazmicrczak, K. (20iJ0), A Fickl 6tridc to thc fJrrLl:'

of  l r rdia.  Onr l jook Scniccs'  Ncw Dclhi

lncl sLrpcrciliunt *'crc rnainly grecn Wc conlparcd

thc photograph with picture platcs and idcntificd it as

lllrrc-tailcd IJcc-catcr (Merops philippinus) from

rcltrcncc books (Ali. 1996; Grimnrett el al" 1999).
According to Crinrmctt  el  a/ .  (  1999) '  t t  ts a

\\ intcr visitor, lt brccds in north dnd north-cast part of

thc subcont incnt and wintcrs in pcninsulas and Sri

L-rnka. l t  is  niost ly sccn ncar watcr sourcc Wc saw

tlr i< spccics dtrrrng hot .ut t t t t tcr  in Vadodara distr ict .
(iLrlarat irnd obscn'cd wcll its ncsting bchaviour (l
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'  Birds of Nyari-I Dam
Ashok K. Mashru

A-7- Alap He|irage. \r. Sa(y"sai Hean Hosp., Kalawad Road. Rajkor-360005. e-mail: mashruashok(4gmail,com

1..  Locat ion
2 .  R i r c r
3.  AnnLral  Rainfal l
4.  Rcscn,oir  Arca
5. Storagc Capacity

'\..../ 6. Lcnglh of dam

22"15 'N ,7o t t  42-  E
Nyari, Vagudadi
671 mrn
19.30  sq .  km
27 m.cum.

Nyari-l danr is situated near village Vajadi,
jrrst I 5 krn arvay trorn Rajkot city. Cujarat. The dam
rr rrs crrnstrLrctcd for tlrc purposc ofsupplying water to
tlrc citv in ycar 1977. Aftcrwards on the sanre river
irnothcr irrigation dant was constructcd on the
( i () \ \nstrc lnl .  n lrrrcd Nyr i- l l ,  near Rangpar v i l lage, at
i r  ( l is t i lncc o1'atrorr t  20 knt f rom Nyari- l  dam. Sornc
sul icnt t 'catrrrcs of  thc Nyari- [  dam arc as fol lows:

(Acacia nilolica) on small hills ncar its spillway sidc.
After the f i rst  spcl l  ofnronsoon. nat ivc grasscs also
flourish ovcr surroLrnding hilly area, on thc slopcs oi
the carthen bund and on thc islands. Thcsc Crassy
areas becornc a good attraction for bird fantilics likc
Cuckoos, Larks, Dovcs, lb iscs. Sunbirds" Shr ikcs"
Bee-eaters, Buntings. l)ipits, Waglails, Warblcrs ctc,
Arother feature of thjs rcscrvoir is the patchcs of
'Gando Baval' (Pro.sopis juliflora) ovcr pcriphcral
submergence arca. Whcn thcrc is a good nronsoon,
thc dam ovcrflows and thcsc trccs arc partially
submcrged in the water and bccontc safc havcns lbr
ncsting colonics for hundrcds of hcrons. cgrcts.
Oriental spoonbills and Dartcrs. ln a sntall chcck-
dam ncar thc Nyari dam, hcronry fonns evcry ycar in
trecs of Desi Baval. lnportant bird spccics likc
Darter, Purple llcron (A rdeu purpur(lal and Oricntal
White Ibis (Threskiornis melanocephalus) ncst thcrc.
Total Tcn specics of birds brced hcrc in sLrch
heronrics. The monsoon grassland bcconrcs a good
nesting sites for larks, robins, and partridgcs. So
many spccies of insccts and buttertlics floLrnshcs in
grassland and thcy nrakcs good fbod chain fbr birds
and their youngs dcpcnding of thcm dunng ncsting
se ason.

3. Smal l  I  s lands:
As the time passcs and watcr dcplctcs from thc

reservoir, some small islands cnrcrgcs. As thc islands
emcrgc, it is as if thcy trigger thc insrincr to sran
breeding, for birds l ike Rivcr Tcm. prat incolcs.  and
plovcrs ctc. Thesc islands are saft placcs fbr thc
ground-ncsting birds. providing protqction fiorn othcr
predators as well as front hunrans. Ncarly 1000 Rivcr
Tems (S/erna aurantia) werc fbund scating on onc
big island in May- 20011. probably occupying thcir
respectivc territorics for laying cggs, IlLrt
unfortunately in lry ncxt visit aftcr one month. I
found this island opcn fbr approach and fbund no
signs of ncsting of River Tcms thcrc.. If the $'atcr
levcl  had not deplctcd that much. this would havc
bccn the largest brceding colony cvcr rccordcd.
Aftcrwards Rivcr tcms establishcd their brccding
colony on two snral l  is lands, consist ing ofabout 200
birds, These islands are also idcal safc olacc for birds
like cranes, pelicans and storks to rest by day and

Earthcn4206 m,
Spi l lway-54 m

7. ( 'atchmcnt Arca :158 sq.km
As a wctland it is an idcal placc to host

lhousuntls of nrigratory birds. as well as rcsidcnt
birds. sincc ntany yc:rrs, The darn is never totally dry
throrghoLrt thc ycar. This characteristic has madc it a
tirvoritc firr birds of diffcrent spccics at differcnt
1inrc. as thc tvpc of fbod available are different as per
t icplct ing lcvcl  of  dam. The dam has many
tundisturbcd habitats availablc as wcll for birds. They
rrrc us tirllr'rl s:

l ,  \ \ ret land:
Nyari-l danr is constnrctcd on two riven

narncly Nyari and Vagudadi. lt has a good catchment
irrcrr  . l laving good int lux of  water every year makes
i t  l  rc l i lb lc pl i rcc for birds to v is i t  and reside. Also
thc tlarrr is not vcry deep and is spread ovcr a large
rtrcl. 

-[ 
his is a dcsirable feature for birds. I have

ol.rscnccl thc congregation of at lcast 5000
l)e rrrrr ise l lc Crancs lbr rcrrrm migrat ion hcrc on 3ln
l\1arch. Thc wctland-dcpcndent family of birds to be
torrnd on this rcscnoir  are f lamingos, ducks, hcrons,
cgrcts. rariorrs wadcrs. kingfishers, tems, cranes,
uccsc. pclicans, storks, Eurasian Spoonbills (Platalea
lctrcordia). swallows, Darter (Anhinga
ntt'lartoga star), conlorants, hanicr, eagles and
Osprcy (Pandion ha liae tus).

2.  Scrub , \ 'egetat ion, Grass Cover:
Thc darn has nlantation of Lead Tree or

'SLtbitbLrl' (Lcutaena lt,ucocephala) parallcl to
cnrthcn bund and Thom Mirnosa or 'Desi Baval'

L
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roost by night. Various owls also visit or reside in thc
is land s.

4. Reeds Line:
Thc overflow and seepage watcr flows

continuously in these rivers during almost thc cntire
ycur. Tlris constant flow of water encourages the
gro$ tlr oi rccds along the entire flow. The two
spccics of rccds found hcrc are locally known as
'(ihaba.jariu or Pan.Chiya' (Typha anguslala) and
'(lontjaro' (Scirpus littoralis). Thcse reeds provide
lrlbitat ftrr foraging and nesting of diffcrcnt spccics
ol' Binls. Rccds of Nyari-l dani attracts wcavers,
nrrrnius. bitlcrns. hcrons, ducks, plovcrs, crakes,
l'rlcr lrcns and warblers. lnsects and buttcrflies also
brccd hcrc in abundance and become part of the food
rvcb. Snails and other aquatic creatures also occur
hc rc.

The checklist of Birds of Nyari-l dam consists
of 150 spccics ofbirds and the l ist  of  breeding birds
has so far rcachcd to 45 species of birds. This
indrcatcs how ilnportant this wetland is, harbouring
such a diversity ofbirds.

A chccklist ofthe breeding birds ofNyari - I dam,
Rl jkot .

( if erl Comrolant (Phulau'ocorux carbo)
lndian Shag \I'hah< rcr.orax litst'itoIlis)
Li l t  f  e ( 'omr(nrnt (PhulaLroLorax niger)

I) ' . tnet |  / lnhit lgt l  meldt logaster)
(iley Heron (lrdcct cinerea)
I ' r r t l r f e  Hc t , ' n  I  l r Ju  pu rpu teu l

f ndrrn l)rrnd-Heron (Ardeolu grayi l

Canle Egrel (Bubul, u.t ihi.t1
Linfe Egret (Egrette glEenu)
Chestnut Bittem (lxthrv hus tinrturrnntctrtI
Yelfow Bitrem (lxobry hus sinvntis)
Painted Stork (Mt'ctcrut lau(orcphu tu )
Black lbis (Pseudihis pupilkt.:tu)
Eurasian Spoonbill (l' lu I u I c u I cu.o ro.l iu )
Grey Francof in (Fraruulinu: prttdiceritnu.tl
lndian Pealbwl (l1tvo I ri!totus)
White-breasted Wrlerhe|t (t1 tttaurontis phoctt it tt rltt )
Comnron Moorhen (.Au inultr <hlontpus)
Red-rvanfed Lapn ing (l 'uncllu.t itrdkut)
Lit lfe Ringed Plo! er \Chuntdrius dubius)
Kentish Pfover (Chun rius.uletudrirttts)
Black-winged Stif t ( I l i t,tdntopu.t lt i tuutlbpu.\)
Stone-Curlew (Burhirurs oulicnr:n:as)
Great Stone-Plovel (.1':v (u\ re( u n i ro,\ t r i r )
Small Prutincole (Gl.trcol ludee)
fuver Tem (Stet11e tl ruttiu)
Eurasian Collaled-D.,\ e ( S h'ap bpel iu de(4 o l n ) )
Red Colf ared-Dove (,tt rcp b pe li a n' d q uebd ri( 4 |
Little Brown L)o\ e (t rqtop cl i u sc n cgLr lc tt s i t )
Spotted O$fet (,4thcne hntnu)
Red-winged Bush-Lalk I INI i ra /rd cr\, th roptcra )
Ashy-crowned SparTou - Lark ( l: ret topte iI g ri \ co )
wire-tailed Swallow (l ! intruL) sn ithi i)
Cornmon Babbler (Tunloides cutddnts)
Large Grey Babbler lhtrdoides nultohni)
Streaked Fantaif -Warbler (C is i ut I u ju tr t id i.s I
Plain Pinta (Priniu ittontata)
Ashy Prinia (Prfula .rocirtlt.r.;
Common Tailorbird (Ortho tortu s su tu riu s )
Large Pied W agtarl (lvlontilla uuderusputert.tit)
Purple Sunbird (N-eclrrinia asialica)
Baya Weaver tl1c,, , tr. '  ph rltppitut' l
Bf ack-breasted Vl eat er ( I' kt< eu s b en gfut len si s 1
Red Munia (,4lrarrlavt ultwuluw)
White-throated Munia (l,o ru hu ra ua laburir. tr I

Houbara Census -2008 in Litt le Rann of Kachchh, Gujarat
Chiku Vorar, l -ana Mewada2, Faruk Chauhanr,Vishal ' l 'hor iar,  Shi ibhadrasinh Jadejal  and Prat.rp

Zinzuvadia'
I Laxnri lram. t)udharel Road, Surendnnagar. e-mail: gavoraT l (glgmail.com; r 15. Dayalkltprr Society. Nerr ai.B.fl . Colri. Vadodara

e,nriri l : t irna_mewada(i,yahoo.co.in; r 5, Arun Society, Dal mill Road, Surendranagar. e-mail: vishal_tholia(, holmril.conr: 'Snelrir l

I,ark. Opp. T. B. f iospital, Surendranagar. e-mail: shiiv jadeja@gmail.com, 5Forest Oll ice. Bajana, Disl. Surendmnagar.

lntroduct ion:
I foubara (Chlamvdotis undulata) is a globally

thrcatcncd bird prcscntly found only in the low lying
rvct grassland with bushes and semi-desert areas. It
brccds in Baluchistan. and in wintcr it visits Kachchh
and Saurashtra of Gujarat, Rajasthan and the rcst of
thc I'akistan. Thc ccnsus was carried out as a part of
tlrc rcscarch projcct conducted by the BCSG.

Objectives:
Thc main objcctives of thc ccnsus wcrc to

document the population status of thc lloLrbara
Ilustard. To identily thrcats faccd by this spccics and
to record other significant/ critical obscrvations with
respect to the flora / fauna found in thc ccosystcnl tirr
the better nlanagcmcnt ofthc cntirc ccosystcm.

12
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l )escr ipl ion of  the Area:
Thc landscapc of Little Rann of Kachchh

1L.RK) passcs throUgh the tropic of cancer. The
cIrnurtc is tropical monsoonal. Thcre are wide
l l r rctrrr t ions in intcr and intra-annual temperatures
irrd nt infhl l .  In gcncral  tcnns, the landscape has ar id
rut t l  scrni-ar id c l intatc.  In the ent i re landscape, the
lr cmgc rltrnthly tcnlpcraturc ranging betwccn l2o C
l|) \\ rntcr to itround 44' C in peak sumnrer. Inside the
l-llK. tcnrpcianrrc sontctime rcachcs as highest as
5{} ( in l\lay and also drops below tcczing point in
rrrntcr. Thc cvlpor:rtion ratc is considcred as one of
t l rc highcst in thc coLrntry.  l t  reccivcs avcrage annual
lirrnlirll lcss than 300 mm. Thc arca is also Drone to
r l rs;rr ters l rkc droughr.  cycloncs and eanhqua[es.

Thc Littlc Rann broadly encompasses area
tionr l0 Talukas ofKachchh. Surendranagar, Rajkot,
l)atun. tnd Banaskantha Districts. The Little Rann is
lnvrng ln arca of  5180 sq. km of which 4953 sq. km
is tlcc larcd as Sanctuary.

Thc ccnsus u,as done in thc Little Ran of
Klchchh Wild Li fc Sanouary and the adjoining
!:nrssl i lnd. shrubland ofthc l i ingc vi l lages. From the
rr i ld l i fb protcctcd arca nctworking point  ofv iew this
iircil conrcs undcr tlrc Dcscrt biogcographic zone, and
thc Kachclrh biogcographic province. This is a
Lrniquc habitat  of  i ts typc. which st i l l  has i ts natural
ellilrirctcrs and abovc all supports the population of
tlrc I ltrrrlrarir 13ustard ((71laltdotis unduLata) -a
glob;r l ly thrcatcncd bird specics.  In addi t ion to this,  i t
ills() suppons othcr cndangcred fauna likc Spiny-
trtrlcd Lizard (Uromastix hardwickii). Chinkara
\Go:t,lla hennctti). Wolf (Carrri /rrprs). Asiatic Wild
.\ss (tqrlr/.f orragc'). Descrt Fox (Vulpes bengalensis)
rntl vLrlncrirblc spccics. Sociable Lapwing (Vanellus
.{ t  . 'Xt l t  nt.r ) .
l lc thodologl :

'l 
hc ccnsus arca was stratified into two zones:

thc bct.r having grasslands / shrubland and the fringe
l)/ra.r.sr.s having grasslands / shrubland. This furtbcr
sutr t l iv ic lcd into sntal lcr  blocks. lnfonnat ion
rcurrlding si-rhting of Iloubara Bustard was recorded
irr  thc dl tu shcct provided. ln addi t ion, we also
rccordccl othcr nlanltrals. avifauna and rcptiles using
stunciard rct-crcncc books which are listed in
, \nncrurc I  to Anncxure 3.
Ohrer l  at io ns:

lltrLrbara tsustard (Cllarntdotis undulata)
ccnsus startcd on 16"' Fcbruary 2008 with the hclp of

total fivc teams. Ilcre we have presented data of two
teams collcctively. On the first day ofthe census our
team visited ccntral part which includes the Bels and
on the second day we surveyed the ftrnge area of thc
Liftlc Rann.

We found comparatively good nuntbcr of
Houbara Bustard in the fringc area, Total dircctly
sighted birds were l0 indiv idual  out of  which 8
individuals were rccorded in thc fringc area, Dhasi.s.

On first day nroming al thc Mardak Bel wc
saw two Houbara l]ustards. Aftcr that wc ntovcd to
Nanda Bet but could not soe any. Ncxt day uc could
record 8 individuals at diffcrcnt locations on D/rasls -
Degam ni Dlrasl, Sultanpura ni Dhasi. Odu ni D/ra.ri,
Vachharajpur ni Dhasi, Bhimka ni Dliasi and a sirc
little away fronr thc fringe of the Rann known as
Rajpura_ no Bhaatho .

Annexure - I. List of Birds sighted during the survcy
Littf e Crcbe (Ta< hybup n s ruJic o l l is )
Great White Pelican ( I'e I e..t t1u s otlo( ro te lu s)
Dafmatian Pelican (Peleurnus crispus)
Great Cormorant (Phakt< routrux turbo)
Indian Shag (Phalue ro< o nrx.lus< ieo llis)
Little Cormorant (Phulat roLorax niger)
Purpf e Heron lArJcL! put?trd)
fnJran Pon,l-Heron lArLlt old grdyii l
Canle Egrel tBubuh u., thi.t1
Large Egret tCa.rneruJu., albus)
Mediao Egret (Mesophov i nteruedia)
Lilt le Egret lEgrefia gtc.'ndl
Weslem Reel:Egrel (l)grettu guluris)
Painted Stork (Mycteriu leucocephalo)
White-necked Stork (Cicotrio episcopus)
Orientaf White lbis (Th res ki o rn i s n re la no c epha ht s )
Black Ibis (Pseadibis papillosa)
Gfossy Ibis (Plegadis lultinellus)
Eurasian Spoonbifl (l'lutuleu leucoroditr)
Greater Flamingo (P hoen i t o p teru s ru ber)
Lesser Flamingo (PhoeniLopterus ti or)
Lesser Whistling-Du ck ( I)end ro t vgna j o vu n ic a )
Spot-bilfed Duck (Anus poet ilorhyr< hu1
Norrhem Shove ller lA ,ts . l)pedH)
Common Pochard {,4 ) thr\t lennLrl
Cotton Teal (Nettapus contnundeliunus)
Comb Duck (Sarkidiornis nelanotos)
Black-shouldered Kite (l)lunus cueruleus)
Black Kite (A.,lilvus nigr/],..l-)
Shl*a tAL, ipirer fuJit1
Eurasian Spanowha\\k (Accipiter nitu\ l
Long-legged Bu/ tdtJ lBut(u nn;nk.')
Common Buzzard lBut*t ht t,t ')
Whrte-eyed But tar'J I B tt ht ttu r tee.t,r )
Bonelli's Eagle (l Iierudetus las(iatus)
Booted Eagle (H iere.t et u ! penne tu r)

i
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F-astenr Inrperial Eagle \Aquila heliaca)
Tarvny fiagle (Aquila rapax)
Steppe Bagle | /r.1uila nipalensisl
(l lealer Slrolled l:.agle (Aquilu danga)
Saker Il.'llcrt t hcrrugJ
l-,rrgar ( / irIr-, Trr.qgrr)
Pelegrine FNlcon (Fu l. o peragrinus)
(i)nlnron Kestref ( l"o htt t i tr ttu tt< u lus)
( ;re\ Ffirlrcolin l l ')ttntolitrus porulicerianus)
(  , ,n l t t l ( ' t t  (  t . l | l (  t6 , t / . \  . J | r / { ,

Sirr-trs CIane (Grus ottigotte)
I )enroi:,el f e Clane (G ru.t t: i t '  go )
Hrorr rr Cr:rke plnaupnir tkuol)
( onrnron ('ool (l;ulfut an'u1
ll0trlriua ( C/r /, r rrr |r1r-, t is utlduldtu)
l led-\ir l l led Lap\\,tng (l/u rl lus indicus)
Litt le I{inged l ' lover (Churudius dubius)
Etuasian Ctrr'feu (Nu tcl1ius urquqta)
Blrrck-tri led Godwit (l, inosa l inosa)
( orrrnrrrn Sandpiper' (Attitis hypoleucos)
Lirr le Stinr (Calidris t it luta)
Black-w inged Stilr (Hiuantopus himantopus)
l ' ied Avocel (Recunirostra uvosetta)
lndian Cotfser (Cu'rorius coronundelicus)
( hestnrrt-bellred Sandgrouse (Pterot les exustus)
( i leatel Crrtrcal (Centrcpu! \ it1(rlsis)
Short-ealed Oul (,4sio lkrt,otteus)
Lesser Pied Kinglisher (Cg,'t ie n/dlt)
Srrrafl Blue Kingtishet (Alccdo otthis)
\\ 'hile+l easled Kingiisher (//a/r1on smrrnens is)
Snrall Bee-eater (Mero ps o rien ta lis)
( onrnron Hoopoe (Upupa epops)
lled-rlinged Bush-Lark (Mialic erythroptera)
\slr"--crnrvned Spanow-Lark (/irernopteft( griseo)
(.irealel Hoopoe-L.ar k (Afuenon aluudipes)
('rrmnron Crested Latk (Galerida Listatu)

Syftes's Crested Latk (Gdletida deva)
Southern Grey Shlike (l,unfus neridionolit)
Black Drongo (Drnt nts t, a croccrut s)
Rosy Starf ing (Srln7!rs r( ) :it:u t )
Common Myna (lt ridrthcre:; trisris1
White-eared Bul5ul ( I'.t o t mo tus lar <t t lis )
Red-vented Bulbul ( l\ 'otonorut L uler)
Common Babbler (Turdoi.lrs.duddtus)
Ashy Prin ia t / 'r ini r .ra, i,r1n I
Booted Walbler {l/ ipp ulatt ctl ig,itLtJ
Desert Warbler (Syltitt uunu)
Comrnon Stonechat (S(\iela lorquutul
Desen Wheatear (Oerut tllc deserti)
Vafiabf e Wheatear ( Oc uIthe pi4ttu)
Ye l lou  Wagt r r l t  V , ' t ,h  i l l d  lh td l
Citine Wagtail (Mok!ilfu (itrcohl
House Spatro* (P..i. '(,/ /drl(rl i( r.r )
Yellow-throated Span o\v (l)et ronid :nnt hou, I li i )
White-throated Ml.]-nia (l,o nc lu ru n u le bu ri. l )
Annexure - I I .  List of Wild nrarnmals sightcd during
the survcy
Nilgai (B o s e lap hus tra go < a n re lu s )
Black Buck (Antilope ((rvi.dprd)
Asiatic Wifd Ass (Equt.\ t)nugcr)
Desert t-ox ( I/u/pes utlpcs pusilla)
Jungle Cat (Feli chaut)
Grey Mongoose (//e tpeli te.\ ed\rordsii)
Smaf l lndian Mongoose (//cr?e.rler iur'.tnir-lts)
lndian Hare (leprs r igri!.ollis)

Annexure - I I l .  List ofrcpti lcs sightcd during thc
survcy
Aglle Agama (Trapelus ugilisl
Spiny-tailed Lizard ( Unttnustyx fuudwitkiil
Fan-throated Lizard (S i t.t tru po t1t i. er iqnul
Common Garden Lizavl (Calotes versi<olor)
lndian Monjtor Lizarl (y'urunus bengulatsisl

Breeding Records of River Tern in Jamnagar
Maul ik S. Varu

Department ofPhysiology, M. P. Sbah Medical College, Jamangar. e-mail: drnau likvaru(lgmail.com

On l8'r' May 2008 I visited Ranjitsagar dam
with Shri Arpit Dcomurari. Ranjitsagar dam is
situatcd about l0 knr away liom Jamnagar city. It
\\'as nloming. about 7:30 a.m. We obscrved one River
Tcm (S/cnra aurantid) flying with a fish rn its bill
which lcd us to suspcct its breeding.

Wc scarched dcspcrately and found one island
whcrc brccding occurcd. Through binocular we
countcd about 20-25 nestsl however the exact number
of ncsts could not be dctermined. I visited this place

for the second timc with Dr. Jalapan on 20tr' M ay
2008. He reached thc island and confin.ncd that thcrc
were 30 nests.  l2 of them had chicks. l0 had 3 cggs
and 8 had 2 eggs. Thcrc wcrc also 4 ncsts of Black-
wingcd Stilt (Himantopus himanlopus) with cggs.
River Tem is our conrnron rcsident bird and brccds
throughout Gujarat, but in Jamnagar arca no
significant area is available for its brccding so this
sighting is worth rccording.
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Good Concentrat ion of Greater Short-toed Lark in Kachchh
S. N. Varu

Junavas, Temple Street, Madhapar, Tal. Bhuj. Kachchh- 370 020, e-mail: snvaru(rryahoo.in

.{rrrplc growth of grasses and shrubs due to
sood rain during 2006 in Kachchh aftracted good
rrurrrbcr r)f Crcatcr Shon-tocd Lark (Calandrella

l ) i r  l r  S i tc  \anrc No.
0l 0t) 06 Nandabct. Lirrlc Rann of Kachchh t2
l ') l0 (X) Bctwccn Shcrvo Vckariva (Banni 100
l() I0 06 Bcl\\'ccn Bhirandiyara - Shcrvo

'  (  B a n  n i )
06

l l . l l . (X)  Bcl \ \ccn Shcrvo -Chhar i  dhandh
( Ban n i )

50

l l. l l .06 BclNccn Bita-Kunathiya, Ta-
Abdasa

30

l. l I I.06 Bc1$ccn Pingcshwar -Kothara, Ta -
Abdasa

l 0

l l . l  L t l ( )  K i r o  h i l l ,  F u l 20
I 7.1 L06 Bctrvccn Fulav - Chhari dhandh 50
l l { .11. (X)  Bcl \ \ccn Pingleshwar -Kothara,  Ta

Abdlsil

50

l s  I  i  ( )6  K  la  Ta lav .  Ta  -  Ahdasa 30
Jr '  I  |  1u,  t "out ,  Ta-Mandvi 50
16. IL06 Bct \ \ccn Mot i  Rayan-  Durgapur  Ta

-Mirndr i
20

{ )1.12.06 Lala-  Buddiva -Suthr i .  Ta -Abdasa 80
I0 . l  2 . (Xr  Vanku,  Ta-Abdasa
l-.l.l l.()(r Hodka Thirth-Shcrvo

100
80

l l . l2 .0(r  B i ta  to  Kunath iya,  Kala Talav,
Sudadhro. Vighaber, Lala, Ranpar
Rakh.rl, Bclwccn Lala -Jakhau,
Budiya. Ta -Abdasa (grassland arca)

1020

brachvdactvla) in winter. I carlc across this spcerus
at several  places in Kachchh dur ing * intcr th is ycar.
lnformation ofthc same is sivcn as undcr:

30 .12 .06Bambhdai .  Ta-  Mandvi 50
30.12.06Sandhan - Suthri, Parjau -Vighabcr.

Lala and Lala Bustard Sanctuary, Tir
Abda-sa

t12

13 .01 .07Poladia Ta Mandvi 1 0 0
27 .01 .0'I Sai to Rapar Ta Rapar 6{)
27 .01.07 Fatehgadh to Shir ar:adlr Ta - Raprr 5{)
27 .01 .07 Balasar. Ta-Rapar l 5r)
28 .01 .07Rirvcch i, Ta- Rapar 50
3l .0 r .07 Bhanada - Kala Talav - Kunatlriya.

Ta-Abdasa
1 5 0

01.02.07Kunathiya -Bhitiyari. Ranpar
Rakhal, Naliya, Jasapar. Ltrla. Ta-
Abdasa

1250

05.02.07Poladiyr ,  Ta-  Mandv i l0
05 .02.0'7 Canga c re-ck .  Mundr  i l { )0
18.02.07Fulay -Chhari-Hodka. Chhachhlo.

Shervo (Banni )
90

2t.02.07Befwccn Vaghol - Ranrvada, Ta-
Abdasa

200

2t.02.07Benvccn Lala Vanku. Ta -Abdasa 20
2t .02.0'l Betrvccn Sukhpar -Charopadi. Ta -

Abdasa
20

r l .03.07Betwccn SandharpSuthri. Ta-
Abdasa

50

I I .03.07 Lala, Ta- Abda-sa 2ll

Bird Count  a t  Chhar i  Dhandh and Bhimasar  Tank Dur ing Summer
Ashwin Pomal

Pomal Jewellors. Gram Panchayat Road. Juna Vas. Madhapar, Bhuj-370 020. e-nrail: aspomal(i)yahoo.co.in

On 2l '' May 2008, I visited Chhari Dhandh
\\'ith lhc tcanl ofGE.ER F-oundation. Following birds
rr crc rccordcd:
Spr .e i r r . \  \ un rbc r
( ir  r , l r  \ \  h i te Pel ican (/ 'elet rrn,s ottoet 'otdhts)-60
I) ir lnr ir tr i ln l)el icln 1/)t  / t  t trrrrrs . i- i rp r is )-05
( i leir l  C ()fnlorirnl ( I 'huInntuntu tarbo)-08
l- i  l l  le (-f  )rnrolanl \  I '  h u la Lnx o ru x niger)-23
( ire\ Hc.r lrn 1., lrLleu t i t tcret)-16
I)rrr lr f  e Helon (, .1rlctt  pu ryureu)-03
l|rllirn l)ond Heron (',lnJeola gruyiil-8
\ledian li-qtet I llesoplovx intarnedio)-50

Painted Stork (Ml.ieriu lcu c oc,epha la)-600
Black-necked Stark (f, p h i pp iorhyr chus cs it t itus)-05
GIossy Ib is (f'legarli: /ulcinellu:;y20
Eurasian Spoonbil l (I 'ktulea leuon ial-250
Greater Flamingo (l)hot'tt i t opterus nrber)-3000Ad. 500.luv
Lesser Ffamingo (1',/r octticoptcrtls t,t i tor)- 1000 . I 75.lur
Nonhen Pintail (..1rds alrrtrr )-60
Common Teal (,4n as u't<tu)-35
Spot-biffed Duck (,4 nu poet i lorhln<hu)-86
Cargutey (A turs qu erqu du I u)-50
Nonhen Shovellef (/ ltkts ( b pedtu )-30
Common Crane (6nr.\ gn./.\ )-0J
Purple Moorhen (Pr., rph.r't'io porphyrio)-l 50
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Crrnrnrtrn Cool (Fuli.a en o)-1500
lf lnck-lai led Godwit (Li uo n I i nosa)-41
Slr()rtcd It l\hank (fringa cD'thropus)-01
(-()l lrred I 'r ' ir l fncofe (Gko.eale pratincola)-l Ad + lJuv
I ' i r l l a
\\'hiskeled Tem (C h li don i u s hy,b ridus)-48
Ctt ll bi I led lern ( Ciclo t h eli do n n i loti t a)-21
Cirslri.rn Teln (Stenu tuspial-07
f{rr et Ter-n l.\tenrd durdntid)-05

Llcsides watcrbirds at Chhari Dhandh, Grey
| | ypoco I i trs (H 1 po c o I i u s amp el inus).-08 were
fccordcd at l.'ulay Rakhal at 6.00 P.M.On l't June
2001i. I vrsitcd Elhirnasar Village Tank (Ta, Anjar-
Kachchh ) with Shri Ruchir Thakkar ofAnjar.
l'olkru,ing birds werc counted there:

Spccics & Numbcr
Littf e Glebe (Tath.y,bapn1.e rt,7;r,t 11 1t r-2t
Great Cres(ed Grebe \l'odicaps o.itit tus)-O(\
Liftle Cormorant (l)htltt nxrttttx niger)--3ll
Great Cormof anl (l 'hulttncorot turboT -11
lndian Pond Heron (Ardcotu gra)'ii)-O$
Gley Heron (Ardea r iucru)-l2
Black-crowned Night-Heron (N-x tl(o,'(x tr\'( rt| |)ru.\l-lJl
Painled Stofk (Mycterit lurtotephulu )-6O
Eunsian Spoonbilf ( l ' luruleu leu<trocliuJ-32
Spocbiffed Duck (Aruts poet ilorh.vtchu)-12
Purple Moorhen (Porph.rrio porph.v'it yl 00
Common Moorhen (Gall inula chlolopus)-05
Common Coot (Fulitt ura).22
BIack-tailed Godwit ( Li u t t n I i tut tt l l-2}
Whiskered Tem (C h li cl on i t.t h.t b ridu s )- | 0

Sightings of Litt le Green Heron in Kachchh
S. N. Varu

Junavas, Temple Street, Madhapar, Tal. Bhuj, Kachcbh- 370 020. e-mail: snvaru@yahoo.in

Little Grccn Heron (Buleroids stridtus) is a
solitary spccies (Kazmierczak 2000). Moreover, it
occurs on inland watcrs with dense shrub cover and
nrirnSrovcs (Grimntett el al. 1999). lt is a solitary bird
$ hich usually gets camouflage with the aquatic
\ cgctation and it is hard to find unless disturbed. As a
rcsu lt. published records of this species are very few.
llcrc I arn putting up my sightings of Littlc Green
I lcron in Kachchh.
C'hhatardi  Tank, Bhuj 30.1.1977 0l
f f anrirsar Tank, Bhuj 16.10.1977 0l
Ningal Tank, Anjar 7.12. 1980 0l
l ) ragsar Tank. Chaduva 23.1.1983 0l
Fatsar l )ond. Chaduva 23.1.1983 0l
l 'atsar Pond. Chaduva 20.1 I  .1983 0l
Rudlanrata Darn, Bhuj 29.6.1986 0l
f  ' ragsar Tank, Chaduva 22.11.1986 01
I3atr iya Darn, Mundra 23.1 1.1988 0l
f 'ragsar Tank, Chaduva 22.3.1989 01
Dhonsa . l hee l ,  Bhu j  13 .1 .1990  01
l l l tu kh i  Rcscrvoir .  20.1.1991 0l
Nakhtrana
Dhonsa Jheel , Bhuj
Kalaghogha Reservoir,
Mundra
Darn at Sanghipuram,
Abdasa
Dirrn at Sanghipuram,
Abdasa

22.t.1991 03
25.3.t993 0l

20.6.1998 02

16.8 .1998 0 l

This species is not shown to occur in Kachchh
(Grimmett et al. 1999, Kazmicrczak 2000. Ilancock
and Kushlan 1984).  So now i t  is cstabl ishcd that thc
specie s is wide sprcad in Kachchh also.
lShri Jignesh Joshi had pul up his quen about tlre
species in his 'Leller to the Editor' (Flartittgo
3(t):1s,200s)1.
References:
Grimrnett, R., lnskipp C. and lnskipp l . i 1999 ).

Pocket Guide to the l}rds oi Intliln
Sr.rbcontinent. (-lxfirrd Unrvcrsitv l'rcss. Dclhi.

Hancock, and J.  A. Kushl; , rn,  ( l9 lJ4i ,  I lcrorrs
llandbook. Croom llelnr. London and Sydn,:y;.
pp .176 -17 i .

Kazmicrczak K. (2000). A licld Guidc to thc llirds
of lndia.  Our Book Sctr iccs.  Ncr ' . 'Dclhi .

Nullah, near Ramvada,
Abdasa
Khatri Pond, Bliuj
Rudramata Dam, IJhuj
Pragsar Tank, Chaduva
Kukma Tank, Bhuj
Pragsar Tank, Chaduva
Celada Dam, Mundra
Pond at Bocha, Mundra
Jakhau Creek, Abadasa

16.8 . l99 t t  0 l

2 3 . t . 1 9 9 r t  0 l
22.t.2000 03
25.t2.2002 0l
28.12.2002 0l
28.07.2007 0l
t7 .07 .2008 0 |
17 .07 .200n 0 l
08.02.2009 0l
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Pain ted  Stork  and Sarus  Watch

,Arca hctwccn Taraour and Khcda harbors a
l'irintctl Stork (hl.tctcria leucoceplrulo) colony at
(  l t ik l r t l iya vi l lagc ncar Tarapur,  a nr ixcd hcronry of
rr rtcrbirtls. rnainlv conrorants and egrcts. at
ShckhLrpLrr and good nunrbcrs ofSarus Crane around
Nrl( l i i  t i tnk ncar Lintbasi .  A " l raintcd Stork and Sarus
\\ltcll" prograutmc was arangcd on 7th Scptcnlbcr
l(X)li. 

'Ihc 
prograrnnlc was announccd in local

r)c\\'spapcrs and cornmunicatcd telephonically to
loel l  l l ( 'SC ntcntbcrs.  ln spi tc of  rain in the ear ly
rnornins- thcrc was ovcnvhclrling response llom the
p;rnic ipanrs.  Thir ty-six parr ic ipants at tcnded thc
l ) r ( )g l l ln l t ] t c .

l ' lrticipanrs first visitcd Paintcd Stork colony
vrr t  ( 'h ikhal iya r . i l lagc u,hich is 5 km l iom Tarapur on

I'ur;rpur - 13agodara Ilighway. The colony is known
lo c\ is l  s incc last  l5 years.  The colony was
tlistrilrrrtctl ovcr t\\'o trcc of Tamarind (Tamarindus
irrr lh ' r r) .  Thc colony wirs in thc car ly dcvelopment
st luc.  ( 'ounship,  ncst bui ld ing and incubat ion
,relivitics \\'crc sccri. Somc birds wcre seen bringing
ncst rnl lcr ia l  fbr rcpair ing thcir  ncsts or for bui ld ing
nc\\  ( )ncs. Thc colony was car l icr  spread over [ l -10
l;rrrcr trccs at rhc cdgc of village pond and harborcd
l(X)+ ncsts of l'arnted storks. Thc colony was also
slrrrctl by Whitc tbis (Threskiornis melanocephalus).
llos'cvcr rnost oftrccs arc uprootcd /dricd and only
lhrcc trccs arc now available for nesting. Ilcncc it
\ rrs ;thnncd to plant trccs suitablc for nesting around
tlrc r illrrqc ponds c.g. Banian (Ft"r'rr.s bcnghalensis),
\ircrccl I'ig or I'ipal (h-icus religiosa). Belleric-rrtvrobrrlan 

or'llahcda' (Terminalia bellirica) with
thc invoh'cmcnt of  local  v i l lagcrs.  Largc-sized
srplings wcrc nradc avatlablc by Shri Dhaval Patel of
Vir l lunagar Naturc Club. Voluntccrs and vi l lagers
rr crc brict'cd aboLrt thc current status of l,aintcd Stork
In tllc country and the state and conservation
l | r . : r rstrrcs necdcd.

Thc participants than visitsd l,aricj tank. Thc
tank had hardly any birdl i fc in thc *atcr,  l lowcv! ' r
across the road on castcm boundary of thc tank.
sevcral waterbirds wcrc sightcd in thc watcr sprcld
over the small arca fiom a distancc ofa fcw nrctrcs
only. Some of thc important spccics sightcd lcrc
Black Bittern (Dupctor flavitollis). Conlorilnrs.
Purpfe Moorhcn (Porphtrio porph.rrio). Eurasiun
Spoonbill (Platalca leucorodia). I'a intcd Stork. Ruf]'
(Philomachus pugna.r). and Illack-hcadcd Munil
(Lonchura nnlacca\.

Wc than visitcd a colony of controrants and
egrcts on the road sidc at Shckhupur villagc. Nccnt
(Azadirachla indita) trccs on castcm sidc ncrc
occupicd by thc birds for ncsting. Thc young oncs
werc almost grown up and wcrc pcrching outsidc
their ncsts.

We than travclcd through ricc ficlds around
Limbasi and saw 5-6 pairs of Sarus Cranc ((inr.s
antigone). Prescncc of large nuntbcr of fanrcrs and
labors in the ficld might havc drivcn away thc San ts
Cranes. Usually 50-60 birds arc sightcd in l0 knr arca
around Limbasi. llorvcver participants rc_joiccd ro scc
6 birds at Narda tank. I'articipants wcrc infontrcd rhat
this area possesscs highest dcnsity of Sams Crancs in
the state. They wcrc also bricfcd about spccific
problems faccd by Sarus Cranc in sLrcccsslirl
breeding although this spccics is considcrcd hunran
friendly and there is no dircct dangcr liorn human.

Participants wcre vcry happy to scc l)aintcd
stork, Sarus Crancs and othcr uatcrbirds and nrorc
spcci f ical ly to pantcipate in conscrvat ion cct i \ i ty in
the form of trec plantation at Chikhaliya to savc thc
deplet ing colony. BCSC thankl i r l ly  acknowlcdgcs thc
conveyance providcd by Shri Dhaval l,atcl of
Vidyanagar Naturc Club.

VULTURE CELL - BCSG'I hc fl( S( i is mnntng a 'Vulture Cell' and publishing a newslener "Gyps" dedicated to vulture conservation. For li.rflher detril\
p le i rse  con l i l c l :
Sh ri Sneha I Patcl. 8 I . Sarian Society, Athwa Lines, Surat. e-mail: snehalpatel8 I @redil lmail.com, 9825 I 10281 OR
Shri Krrrtik Shartri. Ashokwadi, Panchvati. Ell isbridge, Ahmedabad- 380 006. e-mail:kurtikshastl i(rthotnrail.com

VULTURE HELP I , INE
ll rrru lind an injured vulture. please contacl fbllowing penions t-or rescue:
Srrr irt: Snehaf Patel -9825 I 10283; Ahmedabad; Kanik Shaft i 98240 25045; Bakul Trivedi 98256 2958'l i
\4irlrur l: I{uchi t)ave- 9998047755; Bhuj: S. N. Varu 99257 30354; Rajkot: Ashok Mashru 98797 58818;
Llhirr na-qur': Indrlr Gldhvi 94271 82755 Anand: Dhaval Patel- 9898142170;
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Meeting of the State Level Committee on Vulture Conservation
Snehal  l 'a te l

I | - S r:ian Society. Athwa Lanes. Sumt 395 007. e mail: snehalpalelf I ri redill inail, cont

i ,

. Clovcmrlcnt of Cu-jarat has rcccntly fonticd a
\ l i r lc lc\  c l  corrrrni t tcc fbr VLr l turc Conscn'at ion
eLrnsist ins o1'  tb l lou ing nrcnrbcrs:  I t r incipal
SccrctNrv. Forcst and Environnrcnt Dcpaftl cnt,
(  i lndlr in lgur:  Dircctor,  CEt,R Foundat ion.
( i r indlr in luar:  Dircctor.  Aninral  I lusbandry.
( i lndhinruur;  Dircctor.  Drug Control .  Candhinagar;
l icprcscnl l l ivc.  Aninral  Wclfarc Divis ion,
( i lnr lh inlgar:  CF. Wildl i fo,  Junagadh; CF, Social
l : ( ) rcsln '  L) i \  is ion. Ahrncdabad; CF, Kachchh l -orcst
(  i rc lc.  l3 l rLr. j ;  CF.. lunagadh Forcst Circ le.  Junagadh;
(  l .  Srrnrt  Forcst Circ lc.  Surat;  Nature Club Surat;
[)hrrrlrkLrnrarsinhji NatLrrc Conscrvation Society,
l:|hur nurar: Shri Amrutlal Ilarakhchand Doshi,
Klrltll l 'an.jarapolc. Vav; Shri Samveg Lalbhai
l)hlblr I'an.jarapolc. Ahmedabad; Shri Lalsingh Raol,
. \hnrct l lbad and Shn Shant i la l  Varu, Bhuj.

Thc t i rst  nlcct ing was hcld on l6- June 2008
rrt  Saclr i r  u l lya.  Candhinagar.  Exccpt thc two trust ies
tlorrr I'ln.jarapolc. all othcr rlcmbcrs u'crc prescnt.
(  i l . l -R Foundat ion dcclarcd t l re data of  last  count of
rrr l turcs nradc dur ing 2007 in thc Cujarat State.  I t
s l rorr  ccl  a c lrast ic dccl inc in numbcr * ' i th just  1450
b i r t l s  sL rn i v ing  i n  t hc  u  i l d .

DLrring discussions in prescnce of Mr. Nanda,
I'rincipal Sccrctary. l- h.D. tsCSG and Naturc Club
Sumt highl ightcd fbl lorving points along with
photorrirphs of thc conscn'ation work being canied
oLr t  by  thc  two  NGO's :

l. To crcatc nrorc a\\'arencss through newspapcr,
prcss rclcasc and ncwspapcr advcrtiscments to
sfop using thc toxic drug Diclofenac for
anirral rrcatrlcnt and availability of substitute
drug, Mcloxicam at subsidizcd rates.

2. To rnonitor Diclofcnac sale strictly all over
G Lrjarat.

l. To crcatc awarencss programs for veterinary
doctors and locals initially at sites whcre
r ultLrrc arc cxisting and thcn all over Cujarat.

:1. lir intcract with I'anyarapolcs and to check
rcgu lar thc mcdicincs uscd.

5. To makc at lcast thrcc f 'cnccd lcct l ing si te.  rr t
Dabhla- Ahrncdabad. Chhaprrnrt l i -  lVlr t l r t t r r r
and l lazira Surat.

6.  To Avoid disturbanccs ?rt  vul turc tccding si tcs
ncar panj arapolc by:

-  Kccping away dogs by tnaking Lrr i . rc
cncloscd arca of  chi t in l ink ant l  ortc
sidc *al l  tbr  birds to land ancl  takc ot l .

-  Duntping thc carcass r t  t \ \o scpi trr l lc
si tcs on al tcmatc days. S0 that \  t l l l t r rc\
can f i :cd on prcvious day's dLrr trp.  i1 '
Clnnars arc prcscnt t i l l  latc cvcning. J

7. To providc safc, fbod ( Drc lo tcnac-ticc
carcass) to vttlturcs, I)racticc of cilrcrsscs
being bur icd or spraycd r i  i th pcst iut lcs
should bc discouragcd. Footl slrortrgc is onc
of the pnntc causcs fbr r .Lt l t t t rc dccl inc.
Besidcs donrcst ic l ivcstock. dcad Bluc btr l ls
should bc lcf i  lbr  r  t r l t t r rcs lo :ei t \cngc in lPer l
area, away fronr habitation. Thcy arc bcinu
buricd at prcscnt.

8.  To establ ish rcscuc shcl tcrs tbr in lurcd sick
vul tures at  Mahuva and Ahrncdabad r t long
with trainqd doctors.  Largc cnclosttrcs hlnc
alrcady bccn nradc in Surat by Natttrc ( lLrb
Su rat.

9. To providc cornpcnsation to cocontrt gro\\ crs
rcgLr lar ly f i r r  damagc to t rccs on rrhich
vulturcs arc ncsting/ roosting

l0.To creatc a f i rnd ofat  lcast 2 to 3 Crorcs lbr
vulture conservation. (santc ils
fund of 40 Crorcs fbr lion conscrvation 1

I L To rnakc public rcqucst tbr Ltsc of cotton
thrcads in placc of nylon thrcad tbr flying
kitcs. Cotlon thrcads can brcak or dccay ovcr
the period irnd prcvcnt scrious injury to big
birds l ikc vLr l turcs.

12. To assign thc work of awarcncss progrilrtls
and co-ordination work to sornc NGOs.
Mr. Pandc infonmcd about thc vulturc tccding

progmm started by Naturc Club Surat and thc
distr ibut ion of  Mcloxicam, This work is now bcing

l 8
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\rrpll()l1c(i l.rr thc Forcst l]cpartlncnt and CEER
I orlrtlalion. fhcy also appreciatcd and praiscd our
ct l i l1 \  o l  s t rpply ing thc a l temate drug Melox icam at
r r rbsr t l izcr l  ra tcs.

Thc issuc o l ' t ransponing Vul turcs ( in jured,
s ick or . jurcn i lc)  t ionr  thc p lacc of  or ig in  to  Junagadh
\ \  15 l l ls ( )  d iscLrsscd.  Mr.  Bharat  l )a thak,  C.F. ,
.lLrr;rsiltlh slrggcstcd about fonning a protocol for
.h i t i ing rhc vu l rurcs.  Wc suggcstcd fo l lowing
l ) r 'o t ( )eo |  :

l .  l - i rs t  s tabi l izc  thc in jurcd/  s ick b i rds by
kccping thcnr in thc tcntporary shclters,
r i l rcrcrcr  i lva i lab lc  c .g.  in  SLrrat  a t  Naturc
( lub s rcscLrc ccntrc and in Ahntcdabad at
Vln Chctna Kcndra.

2.  Vctcr inary advicc and chcckup of  the b i rd
slroulci bc carricd oul bcfore shifting to

At all thcsc placcs thc thannrs arc tirsr
rcnoving thc skin.  lh i ln thc dog sqLr ird rnovcs in and
thc vulrures arc thc last oncs to cntcr. F()rcst
Depanmcnt has nritclc f-cncing at twr> placcs to kccp
thc dogs away but t l tc arca thir t  has bccn cncloscr l  is
too st l ral l .  At  I 'o laci ia thcrc is no gatc and hcncc thc
dogs arc always thcrc.  At Chhaparial i  thc t tncct l  l r rcrr
was too smal l  and thc birds did not Iand. Ulr i tnalc lY
lhe fcncc was rcnto\cd i rnd hirds hrrre : t ; rner l  er l t r i r r !
but dogs arc contpuing.

Thc point tbr tcrnporary shcltcrs for vulnrrr:s
was also discusscd. Cagcs ofat  lcast l0 x l0 r  l2 tccr
are nccdcd to kccp thc bird ar pl lccs l ikc Nlahurl .
Rajula. Ahmcdabad and SLrrat rr" hcrc vLrltrrrcs trcrc
found fal l ing f iorn thc ncsrs or in jLrrcd or s ick.  Ar
Surat.  Naturc Club has alrcady madc cnclosurc of  thc
abovc size and an occupant (a baby t ,Lr l turc thich
was bcing chascd by cro\\,s) is also hoLrscd thcrc. lt
was infomcd that. lunagadh Zoo is sclcctcd by thc
Central Zoo authonty tbr brccding rhc vulrurcs il'l
captlvity. Work has bccn startcd alrcady fbr thc srrnc,

At Mahuva t l lc  coconut gror ' "crs rrho arc
affectcd duc to vultrrrc roosting and ncsting on thc
coconut trecs arc giVcn cot pcnsttion by thc l-orcst
Department @ Rs. 5001 pcr lrcc. lJut no such
compcnsation has bccn givcn Lrp until now at Ra.julil.

Mr.  Nanda ( l ' r incipal  Sccrctary.  Forcst and
Environrncnt Dcpanmcnt) askcd us to condrrct  ntorc
awarcncss progran.llncs through quiz antl othcr
nrcans. Aftcr this mccting awarcncss progralrtncs
havc bccn organizcd at Mahuva. Ahntcdabad and
Surat. Morc voluntccrs arc nccdcd fbr cxpansion of
the awarencss progratrntcs in othcr arcas of Cuiarat.

. l r rn uuadh.
J.  \  t r l turc shoLrld bc shi f tcd at  night.  as i t  wi l l  bc

cool rnd lcss strcssl i r l .  Bird should be fcd
c|r lv in thc ntoming and can bc shi f ted al
n ruh t .

l. []sc rhc boxcs f'abricatcd by thc dcpartmcnt
l i r r  b ird shi f t ing.

i .  Shi t i  thc bird in passcngcr s lccpcr coach in
thc or cm ight bLrs.

6.  lnt 'onl l  [ ' .  F." . lLrnagadh in advance abour rhc
bir t l 's  arr ival .
.Anothcr issuc discussed was the scarcity of

l i rod t i r r  thc vrr l t r r rcs.  I t  has bccn gcncral ly obscrvcd
tllirt dor:s urc prcscnt in largc numbcr at all the
Itcding si tcs ncar l ,anjarapolc.  scar ing thc vul tures.
. \ t  l )habla not only dogs but pigs werc also

* corrrpctinu tbr fbod and kccping thc r..ulturcs away.

- l  
h lnk you t i r r  thc latcst  issuc of  l - lanr ingo [Vol .

r ' t  l&l) l  which l r r ivccl  rcccnt ly.  Rcfcrr ing to thc
irr l re lc () l t  pagc 9: "Sight ings of  l ra intcd Sandgrousc
lronr K;rchchh" by S. N Vant l  nccd to point  out an
err()r  ( ) l  intcq)rclat ion of  thc ntap rcfcncd to in my
lroirk " ,A l : ic ld CLridc to thc I l i rds of  thc lndian
S I  l )e  o l ] t  incn t .  "

I  r ) t i )nuni l rc lv .  thc pr in t ing of  the ntaps d id not  come
out  \  cr ' ) '  lc l l  lnc l  thc spot t ing and hatching on thc
rn lPs lor rk  r  cn s i rn i lar"  which no doLrbt  lcd to  thc
nl r \ r r lcrprct l t i r )n .  

. lhc 
d is t r ibut ion of  thc Painted

Sandgrouse is ntcant to bc intcrprctcd as pcf thc kcy
to the maps in thc inside back covcr as "knorln to bc
occasional, scarcc or crratic", In this casc thc grccn
colour indicat ing "known to bc occasional.  sci t rcc or
crratic rcsident". not "fonlcr rcsidcnt".

- Krys Kazmierczak, OBI Editor
I enjoy thcsc Ncwslcftcrs. YoLr 'havc ccrtain ly

succecdcd in crcating a scrious intcrcst in birds. Thc
art ic lc by Yagncsh Bhatt  on thc rcscuc of thc Short-
tocd Snake L,aglc is f'ascinating.

- Zafar !- utehallv, Bangalore
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Khirchar ,  L .  (2008) .  A i l ig l r t  down nremory lanc -  Ihc
lil l lc brorvn puzzlcs - 3. Inchan Bi'ds 3(6):231-237.

Khlclrar. L. (2008). A flight down nrcmory lano - The
l i t t lc  brorrn puzzles -  4 .  Ind ian Bi r t ls  4( l ) :30-31,

Klrachar. L. (2008). A night down nremory lane - The
Ycl lon.nrnrpcd Honeyguidc. I n d ian B irds 4(2): 7 5.

Mashru,  A.  and I 'anLlya,  M.  (2001J) .  s ight ing o l  Yc l lor r -
bel l icd Pr in ia (Pr in ia l lav ivcntr is) .  l i rs t  rccord in
Gujarat. Nex,.r'/({k't'.ldr I it'd v'at& ( t's.,18(-3 ):45.

Tere, A. and Parasirlrya. B. M. (2008). Brccding rangc
extension ol'thc Largc lndian I'irrakcct lPsittuatlu
eupalriu). Ne*tltl ltr fbr Birtlvukht'rs.,1t{( I ):I-.i.
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Lcsscr Fforican (Svpheotides hclica) 4 nale + 2
lcnralc 24'r' July 2008 near Rajpur no bhatho,
Taluka Patdi, District -Surendranagar. Chiku
Vora, Surendranagar.
Eurasian Blarckbird (Turdus meruld) at Gamania
bit. Dhari. Dist. Anreli on 2 l " August 2008 Ajit
Bhatt, Dhari.
Dcnroiscllc C.rane (Grus irgo) - 5Gr at 35 km on
Bhar nagar-Dholcra road, Dist. Bhavnagar on l4'"
August 2008. Earliest arrival datein recent past. -
Piyush Parasharya, Bhavnagar.
Sanrs Cranc (Grus antigone) - 2Ad. nr. Jambusar,
Dist. Bhamch on l9'h June 2008. Dishant
Prrasharya, Vadodara.
Houbara (Chlant.wlotis undulata'y - I near Narara,
Dist. Janrnagar on 3l' ' October 2008. - Arpit
Dcornurari, Anand.
Sirrrrs Cranc (Grus antigone) - I I at Machhu -ll

danr. Morbi, Dist. Rajkot on I l '" May 2008. -

I ' rasad Ganpulc.  Morbi .
Black Stork (Ciconia nigra) - 2 at Rampara
Wildlil 'c Sanctuary. Ta. Wankaner, Dist. Rajkot
on 6'r'March 2008. Ravi Ardesana and Bhavesh
Trivcdi. Rajkot
A pair ol'Laggar (Falco jugger) in counship with
a ncst on Prosopis theraria at Mandav Vidi near
Than, Dist. Surcndranagar on26th January 2008.

Vishal Thoria. i 'aruk Chaulran. Chiku Voll.
Surendranagar.

9. Rufous-tailcd Whcatcar (()cnurthc
xa thoprvtnno) - I nr Ranjitsagirr danr, Disl.
Jan.magar on 17"' Fcbruary 20(Jli. Maulik Valu.
Mchul  Dodia,  Manish Tr ivcdi .  Jar lnagi r r .

10. Chestnut-bcllicd Rock-Thnrsh (MonticoltY
ruJiventris) - l 'cmalc nr Jalandhar bcach. Dit on
l3'" January 2001t. Ajit Bhalt. Dhrri.

11. Anrur Falcon (Falt'o ahurensis) I nr. Kalibcl,
Dist. Dang on l4'r' April 20011. Jaycsh Joslri.
Navsari.

12. A Red-crested Pochard (Rho<Ionessa rLlfi u, .\l
Devsar Dam, ncar Bill imora on 27'h January 2t)0ti.
First record lbr his area. Mohrnad Jat & .ligncsh
Joshi, Valsad; Rajcndra M. Dcsai & Subhashblrri
Shah, Navsari.

13. A Red-crcstcd Pochard (Rhotlon.'ssu rufinu) itl
Lambhvol Scwage near Anand on 2"'i Fcbruary
2008.  D.  N.  Rank & B.  M.  Parasharya.

14. Houbara (Chlum.vdotis unclulutu) - I ncar Poshtra.
Dist .  Jamnagar on I  I 'h  Novcnrbcr  2008.  -  Dis l r ln t
Parasharya, Vadodara.

15. Baftary Fzlcon (Falco put'egri u;' bab.vlonirur) i\l
Kumbharia about 45 km lionr Morbi or',-
southem liingc of'Littlc Rann on 2-J"r Novcnrbcr
2008. Pra-sad Ganpulc. Morbi.
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