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On l9'h November 2006. Mr. Roger Clarke -
a knorvn bir lwl tchcr locl tcd a f lock of  l9 Sociable
Lapwings in Dasadn Tahsi l .  Thc news of th is vcry
important sighting sprcad intmccliatciy as thc spccics
is c lassi f lcd m Cri t ical ly Bndargcred under IUCN
Rcd Ljst criteria. Srrch a largc flock was not recorcled
in lndia in rcccnt past.  Prescncc of  thc lapwings is
bcir tg by Slrr i  Yogcndrlr  Shah and his col leagucs and
a bricf repoft of thc same is puhlishcd in this issue of
'Flanringo'. Wc arc happy to lcarn tltat in tlte current
wintcr (2007-0tt) too. thc Socilble Lapwings etrc
bcing sightcd in rnucl t .b iggcr number at  thc samc
sitc. ThrilliDg ncws cilmc tlom Birdlit'e Intcrnational
about sighting of 3000+ Sociable Lapwings in
TLrrkcy in Ocbbcr 2007 (scc rcport in this issuc).

Wc wcrc tor.rlly unaware' (?) about thc
prescncc of gkrbirllv thrcatcncd spccics around us. In
tlrc rcccnt pust Prntcla Rasntusscn had showed us thc
prcscncc ol l.or.cst Owlet (HeterogLaux blewitti) in
otrr  on,n cn viron ntcnt.

This is the second incidence thirr ir fbrcigncr
has showed us the presence of a globally thrcatcncd
species in our territory. Since both thc spccics irrc
recordcd in fhirly good nrrmhcr. thcy tltust hc
inhabiting the area since long. Qucstion is thclr "why
we could not identity thc specics in spitc of oLLr
routine hird-watch ing'/" Wc arc well equippcd u,itlr
opticxl instruments as wcll as good pictorial ticld
guidcs and yct we could not noticc thc prcscncc of
thcsc specics ! Probably. our lrobby of birdwatching is
not devcloped systcrnat ical ly ant l  scicnt i t ical ly, .  We
tail to compare topographical cltrrrctcrs of I binl in
question with the picture givcn in the iiclcl guitlc.
Rarely wc read thc description and contpare it with
the bird in vicw.

Let us make our birdwatching more
systematic to make it meaninglirl rtthcr rhan.i st
prstimc hobbv. Wc may bc rcwardccl with nlrny rrcw
spccies or establish range cxpanscs of somc spccics.
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BCSG and Flamingo
Bird Conscrvation Society. Grgarat (BCSG) was tbunded in 2000 with tl.re objective of conscrvation of

birds ot thc state through tlcld research. documentation, training, twareness activities. nctworking with likc-
tn jnded NGOs: and lobbying fbr protcction of birds and their habitats. It is rhe only sratcwidc ncrwork of birul-
\\ xtchcrs. omithologists and conscrvationists of Grjarat striving to aclricve thc abovc goal.

BCSG brirrgs otLt a quartcrly ncwsletter -'Flamingo' fbr its membcrs. Articlcs. notcs. intercsting bird
siehtings. imponant birtl arca. intbrrnation/appeal regarding conscrvation issues. flcld programnlc rcporls
rclltcd to .Gujarat Statc arc published in the Flamingo. Fbr publication of articles/notes in thc Flamingo. botlr
thc comnlon English ancl scicntitic name must bc given when a bircl spccies is mcntion tbr thc tirst tirnc rrncl
later on thc common English name only. Common English names and scientific namcs shorLltl tbllow
Mirnrlkltdln. R. and Pittic. A. (2002). Sturdardizcd Englislr and Scientiflc Names of the Birds of thc lnclian
SLthcontincnt -2002. Ncwslener tbr Birdwatchers 42 (3): I-35. lf the nomenclature is adoptcd fi-orn olhcr
\)r t f (c.  l i r l l  rct 'crcncc slr  r r ld bc giv( 'n.
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An Intriguing Episode of Sociable Lapning in Surendranagar. Gu.iarat
l  og t r rd ra  S l ta l t ' .  l ' l r  uk  ( ' l ra r r l ran ' .  S l r ; l ra  Sur -er r t l la r r ' ,  l \ l a l ru r  i rs inh  I 'a r r r ru r ' '  r . r r rd  I ' rashant  Chuuh ln '

' eIunr.l Opp. ADrUUtkull j Society. Jintan l{oad, Surendranag0r -363 U)l.E-lrlail: ymshah5 5 0ryah( x).col)
- (r. I)rLrrntharr S' 'r iet1. Opp. lTl. Corwa, Vadoclala -390 016. E-nrail: sapanasurendran@ yahoo.co i l

' A tlock of lapwings u irs observed foraging in
thc lgricLrlnrrll tlcltls on Dirsarla - Bechlraji road.
aboLrt  90 krn nor l i t - r .vcst  m SrLrcndranagar towlt ,  in
thc cur lv rrrorning horrrs on 19" '  Novcntbcr 2006 by
Mr. Rogcr Clarkc who was a gucst at Rann Rtder
Tours ancl Trirvcls. Thc tlock of lapwings rvere
idcnt i f lcd to bc thc cr i t ical ly cndangercd Sociablc
Lapwing Vttncllus gregarirrrs (Pallas. I 771 ).

Owncl of  Rann Ridcr Tmvcl.  Mr.  Mujahid
Mrl ik i r r t i r rnrcd us about s ight i l tg of  Sociable
Lrpr.ving in our area. Wc startcLl rnonitoring their
activity and numbcr tlre ncxt day onwanls. On 27'h
Novcmber 2006. thcrc were 27 birds - the highest
nurnbcr tbr the sctrson. A total of l0 adults and 17
inrnrlturc lapr.vings werc obscrvccl tbraging in hcshly
sorvn wlreat ficlds. Rescrnhling thc othcr lapwings
with long black lcgs ernd a short  black bi l l .
conspicLrously markcd plovcr lrad yellow chccks
bcncrth I black stripc running tiom the black beak
through thc cyc. On closcl observations we could
clcarly scc lvhitc sn ipc rLhovc cyc and a black cap on
fhc crown. Thc wings. chcst and tai l  wcrc palc
brori'n. u,ifh u dark brown. rcd and whitc undcrside.
Juvcniles wcrc distinguished by pale brown plumagc
with a strcakcd black hclly. F-urthcrmore its long
black lcgs. whitc tai l  wi th I  b lack tcrminal  band and
dist inct ivc brou,n. whirc and grcv wings makc i t
a lrnost un nt  istakah lc in f l  igh t .

The Sociablc Llprvirrg Vancllu.s gregarious is
classi t lcd as Cri t icrr l ly  Encl lngerecl  (CR A3bc) on the
IUCN Rcd List  of2004 and is l is ted on Appendix I  of
thc Convent ion on Migratoly Spccics (CMS or Bonn
Convcntion). lt is rllso listed on thc Afiican-tsuras irn
Migrirtor-y Watcrhird AgrccmcM (AtsWA). These
birds arc known to rnigratc south through
Kyrgyzstan. Tajikisran. Uzbekistan. Turkncnisran,
Atghlnistirn. Arntcnia. han. lraq. Saudi Arabia. Syria
and Turkcy. to kcy wintcrjng sites in lsracl. Erjtrca. .
Sudan and nofth-wcst lndia.

In 2004. Birctlit'e lnfcfnational categorised tlris
bird ix critically cndangcrcd. due to a rapid
population dcclinc tbr pooriy undcrstood reirsons.

Tlre current population wzls cstimatc(l to bc bctwccn
600 and 1800. Rcccnt est i rnrtcs suggcst th i l t  thc
brecding poprlat ion of  thc Cri t ict l l l )  F-nt lurrgcrct l
Sociablc Lapwing is now as lon as l (X)-(r(X) blcct l ing
patrs.

Prcvious recorcls rcveal thlt thc Socilrblc
Lapwing is known only as a wintcr v is i tor rnd
wanderer in thc Asian region. u,ith r,r,intcrirrg
regular ly only in India and occzt"sional ly i r r  PrLkistan.
with a few stragglers rcaching Mongol ia.  China. Sr i
Lanka and thc Maldivcs; there is nlso an unconflrnrcd
historical record lrom B tngladcsh.

The main wintcr ing range in lndia l ics in thc
nofth and wcst of thc country. with sntirll nurnbcrs
occasionally straggling ils far south as Kcrala. Apirrt
tiom some unffaced and unconfirmcd rccords. thg
only recent records arc frorn Haryana ancl Rajasthan.
Records fiom Grqarat aic trom tlrc firllor.lrng placcs:
Deesa (Disa).  October 1875 ( two t 'crnalcs in BMNtl .
But ler 1875-1877):  Kutch (Kachchh).  undrrct l
rS to l i c r k i l  1872 r :  i n  K r rh i rw i r r ' .  . p t . , . i t i e l l l y  i r l
Wrdhwan ("Wodwan").  c.1870 (Lloyd 1873) ancl
"Gondud" (possibly Gondal) .  c.1870 (Lloyd l t73).

Rel-crr ing to this d ta.  what wc,rhsclvr 'd in I
Dlsrrdn T:rhsi l  g lvc rrs immense t l r r i i l  t r r  cont inrrc
obscrvations at tltc samc site as long as tllc hilds wcrc
sightcd. Thc fbllor.r,ing are tlre nuntbcr of birds
sighted on thc givcn dirrcs:

Map showing wintering areas ofSociahle Lapwirrg
(Map lionl Bil1ll i fe Species lact sheel).
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Dcccrnber onwards. their number decreased
grat l t ral l r ' .  L lst  t l t rec birc ls *crc sccn on l6 'n Apri l
2007, Wc huvc sccn l rprvings in samc area this
wintcr (2007-08) roo. On : l rh Novcmbcr 2007.
initially 3 in'tmatltrc wcrc rccorcled and the ntLmbcr
inclc lrscd to 45 birds on 29'r 'November 2007. They
lrave scttlcd in thc santd arca. Later on Shri Chiku
Vorr (P.,/ir. Corrla.) infbrmed that hc had rccorded
58 laprvings irr thc slrnc arcu on 24'h Dccember 2007.'l-hc 

Uock r.vas picking insccts and other small
prey fn)nr gnsslant l  and u'ct  soi l  of  crop f ie ld.  l r r  thc
crop tlclds. thc1, hud plctcrcnce fbr lrcshly irrigatcd
Uclds. This activitv \\,as continuous throughout the
nrornrng l tour-s f iorn 07:00 hrs r i l l  10:00 hrs.  ln t l re
evcrr i r rg.  thcy wcrc scen in thc crcp t ie lds dur ing
l6:00 to l8:00 hours.  Thc ot l rcr  brrd specics which
synchroniscd wrth thc bchaviour tnd act iv i t ies of  the
Sociahlc L.rpu,ing werc rhc Red-wattlcd Lapwing
\Vanellus irzlrcr.rs) ancl Ruff (PhilunaL:hus pugnax).
Aprn lrom tbraging. rhc prcdominanr activity of the
tlock u'trs tLrssling tbl tbod and chasilrg clch othcr (to
drvc l rwr\) .  Thcy rvcrc also shunt ing f iom thc
rtgrrcultural flclds to a ncarby watcr-body situatcd
lround 5 knr away.

The RSPB in col laborat ion uirh thc
nssociat ion tbr t l . rc ( lonscrval ion of  Biodivcls i ty in
Kazakhstan (ACBK); UNEP/AEWA: Russian Bir .d
Conservat ion Union (RBCU): Dogr Dcrncgi :
Bornbiry Natural  History Sociuy (BNHS) havc
fbrmed a tcam to dcvclop cti'cctivc mcclrllisnts rrnrl
cilpilcity to improvc thc conscrvrtion stlhrs of thc
Sociable Lapwing. This projcd srltlc(l in lhc nronth
of May 2006 which rv i l l  conr inuc t i l l thc Mlrch 2(X)9.
Onc of the clauses of thc ptojeu is to idcntily thc
brccding and wintering populations lnd distribution
and to chart out migratory routcs. O r Obscrvltions
and this data ctn proviclc r Vcry intcrcsting .lnd
intriguing tcsourcc fbr stccring thc projcct of
conservation of the Sociablc Lirpwing in lndia and
A-sirn rcgion and the world.
References:
B idLif'e lntcrnational (2006). Va n c I I u s g re ga ri t t.s.

2006 IUCN Red List  of  Thrcirrcnc( l  Spccics.
IUCN 2006. Retr ievcd on |  |  Mrv 2(XXr.

Rcd Data bookO2003 BirdLit'c Intcrnlrionirl.
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Largest Flock for 100 Years: Sociable Lapwing Lives up to its Name

Thanks to ir sinele siltellite tac. l 1.0O0-strong flock ol Sociable Lapwing has been discovered in Turkev thc-
lar-qest see-n lbr mole than 100 years. "By tr.ackine a single bir.cl fr.om its Kazakli breedinq grouncls. we have foLrncl llre
bciition of ll losl ol' l l le wor'ld population of these bilds in Tulkey," annourrced Ciuven Ekerr. 

-Executive 
Dir.ector ol' Do1ra

D c n r c g r  r B r r d L r l b  r r r  T r r r k c r  ) .
The lindinq rePreserlls another significant rise in foflune for the Clitically Entlanser.ed bircl: almosr lire veur.s aso.

as lew as 40! Sociable Lapwing Vrrnzllri,; gregurits werc thought to exist globally. The hirris rver.e fosn4 in rhc
C lanplnar district ol'south-eastem TLukey aftel a satellite taq w;s fitted to oie ol ttre bir.ds mi-qnrtins ll.onr hr.eedinr
srotrrlds in Kazitkhstatr earliel this year'. The taqsed hird coveleil 2,000 niiles, flvilg norlh of lhe Caspirrn Sea. rlren dor.r n
thtouqh the Clttcrtstts and south in(o Tulkey. where it effectively stopped. The tagged bir.cl was par.t ol' l l ' locl ol l.l.j(X)
other'lapwinr Tlre lbllowing tlay a srarrelint -1,200 sociable Lapwing werc obser.ved at rhe site.

"This discovely is somethinc we didn't dare dleam of," said the RSPB's Dr.Roh Sheldon. rcsponsible lbr.raggin-r
the hild in Kazakhstan. "The Sociable Lapwing is one oI the rarest birds on ealtl] and srrddenly it 's heen lbLrncl in thest
latge numbets." ' ' l l shows just ho$ inlporlant both Kruakhstan ancl Tutkey have become lbr.tlie sul.vivrl ol'this species.
The next step is lc) pfolect the hird. both on its breedine grounds and at all ihe key sites on its migration rou(e. ' Where rhc
hirds qo nexl is ttttcleat: The lugting proiect is pr ly pai(l lbl hy rhe UK lovernnlenri Dlr.wiu Iuitiative lrrtl
consel valtollists ll orn B[itairt and Kazakistan hope to win new Iru](lsao llq rrore hirds llext sulllmel..

(S0urce:BirdI-i le lrrternationul Nervs Alcrt. Duted: | 9- l0-20071
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Additiors to the lJirds of Kachchh: Rallus aqualicus Linnaeus, Halcyon pileata (lloddaert) ztutl illttntiutla
saxatilis (Linnacus)

, Raghuvendrasinlr D..Iadeja 'and Tejpal f)harmshi Shah (Kavi'l'ej):
" l lange Fotert C)l l icer. Forest Colotty. J ungleshwar Terrp le, Naliya - .170(15i. Tu: Ah(l. lsa. Ki lchchh

Near Jit in Derasir.  Nul iyu -170 (r55 Ta: Ahciasa-- Kire lrchlr

Kavi Tcj (KI ). sar.r l bird bcing peckcd and
worric.l by l'rorrsc crows while on liis ustral eiulv
n)orn i r ) : l  ( 'u t i t )B orr  l3 ' r '  Octohcr  1993 ncar  Nl l iya i i r
lvcstcnl pltl of Kachchh. Hc pickcd up tl 'te woundcd
bi rd l r rc l  hroLrghr  i t  to  Nal iv l r  and p l rotographcd t t  a t  a
Iocal  s tLt r i i0 .  L) r r  cxar l ] in ing thc spccimcn anl l
consrUt j l tg  thc lc tc tcnccs.  KT cantc to  a conclus ion
thift rl u,irs ir Wltcr Rail 1Ra/1lr.r dquaticus). Tllc
idcnt i t lcat ion has rcccnt ly  bccn conf i rmcd by BNHS.

Raghuvcndlirsinh D. Jadcja (RJD). satv a
Black-cappcd Kingtisher (Halt1,6,n pileato) at a
gardcn in Nrlrl,a in r.vcstcrn Klchchh on l7'h
Dcccrnbcr. 200 | and rook I phorograplr. Tlre bird was
prescnt thcrc til l l0'" March 2002. Later, he came
lcross tlrc samc spccics on 26'h Octobcr. 2002 and
agl in  at  Kosl  crcck in  Jakhau on l3 'h  Apr i l  2003
(Jadcjl and VartL. 2004). lt r.vas carlicr secn by KT in
thc \.vcstern rnangrovc at Jakhau an year back.
xlrhoush hc coulcl not confirm the identiry.
Accold ing to Rip ley (  l9( r  l ) .  thc spccics is  fbund in
Murnhai :tnd is a cold wcxther visitor to thc places as
tiu'nofth m StLrat uncl tltc Dangs in South Gujarat. As
pcr  Al r  and Rip lcy i  19133) .  rh is  spcc ics is  nor
colrlrnon ln rvcstc ] scitcoilst btlt ticqucntly sccn at
wcslcrn scabo;rrd sorLth\\'urds to Muntbai. M. K.
Hir r r rnats inh. j i  op incd that  i l  has not  becn rccorc led in
Plk is t ln  ar  lcasr  r i l l  rhc pLrb l icat ion of  "The Bi rds of
Pukis t ln"  in  thc car ' ly  t r inct ics.  Thc rn i rngrovc crccks
ol u,cstcrn Kachchh lrrc 0ot fiu til)nt Naliya and so
this bird coulcl havc straycd from tlrere, thus
ilpptrcntly thc Bluck-clppctl Kingfrsher has extended
i ts  rarrgc fa l  nor t l r  o f  Murnbai .

On | ' '  Octohcr  1998.  KT thought  he saw a
malc Rufbus- ta i lcc i  Rock Thmsh but  could not
corr t l rnr  thc i t lcnt i tv .  Ol r  17" '  Octohcr  2000,  wc both
ciLr'nc ilcross ir lcrnlic ol thc spccics (it could have
bccn a juvcni lc  rnalc  a lso)  rvh ich wc idcnt i f lcd in  thc
tlcid rs Monticolu sur il is. Thc bird was
photographcd on thc basis of which. the identity of
thc spccics 

"vas 
conflrnrcd by Dr. Unnitlian at BNHS.

L;r t t ' r .  on l7 '^  Ocrob. ' r . .  1U02.  RDJ c i ln tc  i lc ros\  a
tennlc  ( i t  could bc jLrvcni lc  malc)  at  Surhad tbrest
arca ncar Naliya. Thus. this bid was sccn thrice in

t l ie Nal iy i r  area, According to Al i  r r rr l  Ripl*  t l9t t3).
it is a tairly corlrrx)n iuttutnn passagc ntigrlrnt nlostly
i r t  thc hi l ly  rcgion\ ot  nonl l  P:rk ist i l r .

AIi (1945) htrd not comc across any of thcsc
spccics in Kachchh Thus. thcsc thrcc spccics. Warcr
Rai l .  BIack-cappcd Kingf ishcr lncl  Rul i  r rrs-rai lct l
Rock Thmsh are t l te ncw rccords fbr thc Kachcl th.
References:
Ali, S. (1945). Tlrc Birds of Kurch. Oxtbrcl

Univcrsity Prcss. Bombay.
Al i ,  S. and S. D. Riplcy ( l9 l l3) .  Handbook of rhc

Birds of lndia and Pakistan. Conrpact tsdition.
Oxfbrd University prcss. Dcllri.

Jadeja, R. D. and S. N. Varu (2004). Black-cappcd
Kingt ishcr in Kachchh. l - lanr ingo 2(3-4):2.

Ripley, S. D. (1961).  A Synopsis ol  thc Birds of  India
& Pakistirn togethcr with rhosc of Ncpal.
Sikkirn. BhrLtirn &rd Ccylon. Oxtbr<l
Un iversi ty Prcss, Bontbay.

Rohcrts.  T.  ) .  ( l ( ) () l - l9L)2).  Thc Birds of  pakisr iLn. l
Vols. Oxfbrd Univcrsity prcss. Karachi.
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Sighting of Creanr Colored Courser in Kachchh
lJharat Jethva and Sandeep Nlunjpara

CE EII FoLurdatior. CancLhinagar'-3ii2 009

I  had rccor t lv  bccrr  to  Ki rchchh ncar  Nal iya
l rea which is  pr inr i r r i ly  t  grass land.  in tc lspc lscd wi th
small tholnv sclLrb patchcs. I rvas orr a ficld trip tbr a
rcscrilch projccl on C;rcirt Indiun Busfrrd. Wc rvcrc
looking fbl Clcat lnclian Bustard (A rdar.rti s nigricclts)
and lndju Corrncrs (Crtrsorius corontandelicus) ncar
Bhanrrdr ' / ) rzr i r ' (Cr :Lss l lnds) .  DrLr i r rg t l ' tc  survcy.  wc
cncorLr lc fc( l  nr r rnbcr  of  t locks o l  lnd ia l  CoLrncr .  On
2f i th . lu l l '2006 Lr t  f i :55 AM rvhi lc  \ \ , i r tch ing thcm wc
obsclvcd r r  pa lc  vc l low colorcc l  coLrrscr- l ikc  b i rd
rvhich wiLs s l ight ly  s lnr l lc f  than thc lnd ian Courscr .
At  f l rs t  go.  lvc thought  th i t t  i t  was a juvcni lc  of  Ind ian
Cuurscr. brLt .Lttcr carclirl obscrvations wc contlrnrcd
tlrall it rvirs a Crcirrrr Cololctl CoLrlscr-. which r.vc had
nevcr sccl carlicr. 'fhc 

CrcrLnt-co lortrcd CorLrscr
(Ctr rx t r ius ( l r l . ror )  $ ,as r l is t inguishcd f iom juvcni lc
of  lnd iun CoLuscl  by i ts  pulc  Lrn i tbrnr  cokrr  on upper
piu1. iurd rvlritc Lrnrlcl bodl part. TItc Incliln Courser
jLrVcni lcs r ,vh ich rvc saw l r t  thc samc t in)c  had st rc tkcd
plLrnragc p i r f tcrn rcscntb l ing srnal l -s izcd Stonc-
Crti lcn' (Bilhlrilr.s ottlictrenns) rnd brown and bltck
pltchcs ort body prrts. Wc scarchcd desperatcll, fbr'
nrole bircls brrt wc could not tincl iny. Thc association
of hoth lndian ancl Crcant Cokrrccl Councr ha.s becn
nrcnr ioncd in  Al i  and Rip lcy.  "Handbook of  the Bids
of  Ind ia unt l  PrLk is tan .  Thc associut ion of  both thc
cottrscrs in brccding scirson s[ggcsts thaf thc Cream
Colorcd CorLrso rnay bc brcctling in Kachchh.
Hou,cvcL i ts  conf in l l iL t ion is  rcqui red.

During thc 6 days visit. apart tion) GItss wc sa\\ thc
fb l  lowing in tcrcst ing b i  rds.
f. Cream colorrrcd Corrrscr (Crrrsorius t ursor)
2. Indian Cottrscrs (Cursurirts t ontttttnttlaliur.s) -Nol

lcss than 600 !
3. Tawny Ettglc (Acluila raTrn.r) brccrling pair
4.  Laggar  (Falo juggcr) ,  brcct l ing p l i r  rv i th  yoLrng
5. Rcd-lrcadctl Falcon (Frilrrr tltictlttt 'ra)
6. Wh ite-eyccl Bu t t ttrd (R t r t tt.s t t t r t t ' t s t t )
7. Chcstnrcbcllied Sandgrousc (l'tL,nn lcs c.utsttrs')
8. lndirn White-backcd Vulturc (G,17).r hcrt,qalL'rt.sis\

( l o )
9. Errrasian Eaglc-Owl (Buho bubo)
10. Marshalf 

's 
lorl IAcgitltitn nigrttItrtcct)

Whilc coming back. lvc sau, scvcral wadcrs
and otlrcr birds at Surajbari Crcck thrt inclutics.
l .  Crr r lcw Sandpipcr '  (Ca1l r l r is  farnrg i t t r :u)  

'

2. Kentish Plovcr (Chamdrius u lcxtntlritt tr.s)
3.  Euras im CLrr lc lv  (Nrr r r rcn ius urquutu)
4.  Grcat  Corrnor i tn t  (Phct lacnt<t t  rur  turho)  l l  l )
5. Common Rcrlshank (Tringu totonus)
6. Ruff (Philolrut:hus pu14ntt.r)
7. Grcatcr Flamingo (Phocni()ptcrus rul)(r)
8. Lcsscr Ff rmintgo (Phornit:optent s tttinor)
9. Eurasian Spoonbill (PlattLlra leuutn iu)
We lfso saw a pair of Sartrs Cranc (Cjlrrs dntig(nt('\
near Shlrnkhcshwar (Patan cfistric t ).

Wc were lccompanicc l  by Ms Anj l l i  Shrr lnr r r .

Strange Nlating Beheviour of Blue Rock Pegion
Navneet Illratt

24. ''M atru-smriti", Bank socicty. Subhashnagar,Bhavnagar -36400|

Mcct ins x t  Bahtrchrr l j  i  tcmple.  Diamond
Charv l  has bc-conrc our  dai ly  roLr t inc.  On l6 ' r '  March
2007 l t  thc t inrc  o l  l ] tcct ing.  I  suw l  pa i r  o f  B luc
Rock Pigcon qColurnba l i l i r r )  in  courship bchaviour
in  balconv of  a  f la t  opposi tc  to  our  ntcct ing p lace.
Aticr tLstLll courtship displly. thc ntale mounted over
t'erralc lncl copulatcd. llut irficr a littlc whilc the
f-cnralc nroLrntctl ovcr rnalc. This rvas rcpcatcd twice
in 45 nr inutcs.  I  in lbrnrcd about  th is  bchaviour  to  Shr i

Vishubha Raol. Hc infbrmctl thxt hc t(x) hutl sccn
sLrch bchrv iour  in  p igcon.  Hc had photogl l rphcd thc
runusui t l  nrat ing behaviour  of  p igcon.  Hc l i r r thcr '
in fbrmcd thr t  such bc l rav ioLrr  is  a lso sccn i r r  o thc l '
members of  dovc fhmi ly .  To t i r r thcr  cont i r rn  th is .  I
enquircd with Shri Lalsinhbhai. Hc ttrld nrc thlrt hc
had been in tbrmed once about  suc l t  r r r i r t i r rg  hchi rv io t r r
by his tiicnd.
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Rescuing a Short-toed Snake-Eagle
Yagneslr N. Ilhatt

Azacl Chawk. Neal Post Oll jcc. Dharnrai-388 430. Dist.-Anard

I  n , i rs  i l l i r lnrcd by nry t i icnc l  on l "  October
2005 thlrt tlrcrc wls rLrr crLglc at his thlnr sincc lust
l0 cirrys. on tl 'rc ground nncl wrs untblc to tly. I
v is i tcd fhc t iL l r r r .  I l  u 'us SIror l - tocc l  Snakc-Elg le
(Cir tu t t t rs  gul l i t t ts) .  I  c l rught  thc b i ld  and tbund
that  i t  hac l  no cxtcnrr l  in jLr r '1 ' .  I  brought  the b i rd to
my housc. lt r.vtrs vcry rvcirk and inactivc and
sutl'cring flom clil lrhocr. lt probahly had sonre
gastric prcblcnr. I ofl 'crcd a boiled cgg ancl it
i reec l ) tcL l  t l rc  l ix rd. . \ssunr ing that  thc b i rd I ras sonrc
gastr ic  in tcct ion.  I  s tar tcd g iv ing ant ib io t ic
poudcr l / ( r  lnc l  B-complcx in  the fbod.  I  was
ot tbr i r tg  boi lcd cgg t tx l  ch ickcn mcir t  twice a day.
' fh .^  

h i rd wls  rcsporr i l ing posi t ivc ly  to  t l tc  t rcatmcnt .
Diarrhocl got contlollcd rvithin 2 (lays. I strrtcd
takin,c thc bircl to thc tcrmcc lnd giving rving
crcrc isc.  At tcr  l0  t luys of  t rcr tn tcnt  lnd carc t l ' tc
b i rd was look ing n l t rc  act ivc.  l l  urs  ny ing to jump
arrd t l ; '  ovcr '  {hc orhcr  br lnch rvhcn p laced on a
barnboo trcc. as if it was lctrning to tly. On l4'h
Octobcr'. it rluclc ifs "tirst" tlight. Whcn I took it to
thc tcrracc. it tirst jtrmpccl ovcr and pcrchcd on

l)a[rpct. l-'rotn thcrc it pcrclrcd on fo a nearby date
paln)  t rcc l ikc  a c l i rsh ing p lanc nt rk ing an
crrlcrgcncy lanclirrg. Babblcrs. ntlnils and othcr
birds startcd mrrking noisc. Attcr half ln hour it
took rL snrall tl ight to n varlndah of thc ncxt house. I
corrld rcllizc thrt thc bird \\, s not yct tlt fbr release.
I br-oLrsht it back irntl continucd tltc trcttntcnt. Once
I ofil lcd a dcutl sqrLirlcl to it. it intntcdiatcly
clptrrrcd thc scluin-cl by bcs. took it to a corncr. lt
wrLs slor.vly gaining thc strcngth and ''wildcrncss"

b.rck. lt wirs no$ h'ying to dct'cltri and irtt ck by toes
and bcak as I  approrchcci  i t .  On l8 'h  October  I
rcccivcd a ntcsslgc thlt thcrc wlrs I cobra in a

tobacco godown itt ir tl lf lr. I took tlrc clrglc to lhat
goLI( ' \ \n  i | | lL l  rc lc ls td to  , 'h : , . ' t rc  i l r  Ie  ik  l i ' r r  lo  i l \
pray.  To nry sLrrpr isc.  i t  i r rnrcdiatc lV r t t rckcd rn( l
k i l led thc snrkc.  l t  cvcn consunrcd l i t t lc  t l r rsh r r r r r l

l lew to watcr c l rain in the f i r rm. lwts nou,
convinced thaf it \.vas fit for rctuming to n turc.
After taking *,rtcr it madc its "tlnill voyilgc" fo
wi ld.  I  watchcd i t  d isappearing in thc hor izon. Wc
hrd farewel l to thc ci lg lc with t i l l l  sat istact ion.

o

o-

Ilirdrvatching at Rajula-Jafarabad Coastal Area
.\. i i t  lSlurl t

'Bhardwaj' . Srclantagrrr l. Neur.S. T. Depor, Dh.!.i -365 (].1t)

Wc visitctl coantll i lrcn i.utrrnd Rajula and At LLrnsapLLr we wcrc surprisctl to scc Horrsc
Jatirrabnd fbl birclirrg on I l 'h Jirnu:rry 2006. It is a Crows fishing likc Rivcr Tcrn ironr thc rlhv. At
satct arel tbr thc birds. Wc cottld cover Sankrodiya Bherai local pcople also ircconrpaniccl Lrs. Wc
Hanttnlln. Bhcrai Tulav. Babirrkot Talav. Pipavav cxplained them inlpoftance of bird conscryrfion..
Pcttt Khuli atld LLtnsapttr Pond. 

_ 
Around 800 Dcmoiscllc Cranc (Crrrs l;Nr;) l,crc

I



(July-Dec.) :

therc in thc pond. ' l -hcrc wcrc ot l rer nr igratory birds
a l so .  A t  Sank ro l i ya  Hanr r rn l t :  No r thc rn  Shove l l e r
\Anas ( l \ l ) (utu)-200. Cornrnon Crlne (Grus grus)-S,
l l lack-tai lccl  Coclu ' i r  (Llrrro. iu l i t t tost t)- ' | .  p icd Avocct
(Rc (u ry i r ( ) s t rd  uwse tu0 -10 -12 .  p l i n t cd  S to rk
(M vctc ria lc tru r.t'1thtt la)- l0
Pipuvuv Porr Khudi:  Crcat Whitc Pcl icern (palat . t i r r rr .s
t t r tot  rotolus)-10-15. Crcir tcr  Flanr ingo
\ Pltoe n i(optcnt i rrrbar-)-30-35. Westcm Mirrsh-
Harl icr ' (Circrr .s uc nt  14 i t tosrts)--5.  Common Redshank
(Tr i t r  14u lotur l  t . t . t ) -3.
tshcrai  Talar ' :  Dcrnoiscl lc Crarrc (Cnrs virgo)-700-
800. C,trn,non Crarrc-5.  l l r l rhnr iny ShcldLrck
\ ' l iu l r tntu f i , t ' t t tg i r teu)-20-2. j .  Black-tai led Godwit
(  Lirr  t t  t .st t  l in t t  tst t ) -1.
Poncl  of  Baburkot ncal  L & T Ccnrcnt :  Black tai led
Codwit-20-25. Rcd-watt lcd Lapwing (Vanel lus
irrrlrcrr.r )-3 5. Picd Avocct (Rcctrrvintsta avosetta)-

f5. Slender-bi l lcd Gull  (Lanrs grrrt ' i )-50-75.
Nor them P in t l r i l  rAr ra .s  o (  u tn15.  Cf . ; r t  Wl t i l ( .  l ' ( ' l i ( . ; ,n
--5. Wcstcrn Marsh-Harrier--1. Black lhis (Prrrrr. / ibrs
papilktsct)-lO.
Lttrrsaprrr Pontl :  Eurasian Wigcon (Anus l tenektl tc)-
200-250. Nolthcrn Shovcl lcr '  -7.5. Conrb Drrck
(Surkidiornis trte Intotos\- | 5. Nor.thu.rr lrintail -25.
Purplc Moorhcn (Po rp h t' rio po rp h t r i r t)-2. Spot-bi l lcd
DLrck (Arra.s pocti lorhytclta )-30. Oricntrr l  Whitc lbis
(Th reskiornis melcutocelthttltl.r)- | 0. Wcstcfrr Mursh-
Harricr -5. Common Moorhcn (CalI intr!u clt lon4tus)-
3, Crdwrl l  (Arns strcpartL)-2.5. Short+occl Snrkc-
Ergf c (Cir i i rr ' l i ts l4r l l i t  t t .s t- lr .
On 30"'January 200(r wc sightccl at nrtrny placcs irr
Gamaniya bct Crcstcd Buntirrg (M alt4thus lcttlttttrri)-B
and r pair of Plrintctl Slrnclgrousc (P/eror.1as intliL tts).
Dr. Snehal Pandya. Shri Rasik Clravcla. Shri
Bakubhai and his tamilv joincd thc progranrlc.

tsirdwatching at Khiiadiya and Thol Bird Sanctuary
K. D, Ni lnavat

l l l.ck -D/4 | . Central co''t. quarters, Near L)ur-pln soc.. Naranpura, Alrmecllblcl-3g0 tll-l

I  Visitcd thc Khijact iya Bird Sancuirry (KBS)
and Thol Bird San*uary (TBS ) on 26th and 28'h
Novcrnbcr 2006 rcspcctivcly. My sightings oi spccics
itt c irs rr ttdcr':
KhiirLrl i ) ,a ts ircl  Sanctuarlr
( l t c r r t  (  r ' c : te , l  Grehr  r / ' , , , / / , i7 , ,  t  i i . \ t t  u . \ t  h
Asiart l)aratl ise-Flycatc\er (Ttrpti lthrttr ptr,uli.: i \ (Male) I
Litt le Ct€be ( n/(/t.r lupnr: rufioll i .t\ 2
Darter' lAri/rrri,qa a u'lurutgu-sttr 1
Litt le Colrln)raltt ( l) lt u lurnxtt tu t rt i,grrl
Lesser PietL King l i sher' ( Crn'lz irrrl/. i1
Cornb Duck  1Surk i l  t r t t i . :  r1 t ( lun( ) to lJ
Cttttttnort ( '\JtJl \ Fttl i( a dtttt l

Orjentrrl White lhis (Tltreskitnti.s nt(ld ()(ephulu.\) g
Nonhe l r  P in ta i l  (Ar tas  u t r r  tuJ
Con'tlrolr Prlchutl (Altlnu fi 'r irut 1
Blahnriny SheldLrck (Turhtntu farruyutcLt 1
Nor-thern Shovelle r (Attus t. lt,pcutu1

I  no l  tJ l rd  s iUtc lu i l f_v
l\rll ( I'h il r rnuch t t t pu,qt t d ))
Conrtttol Crane (Glls,g lrr.v)
Gley lag Goose (At l  J( r  uns( t l

Ctllnlorr Teal (Attat t:rcccu)
Tuliecl Pochiurl (A) t),.1 fitli,qulu)
Litt le Grebe (Iary't t hupn t ntittt I I A)
D a:ter (Art h in i4u nr( I un | )Nu st(' t.)
Litt le Corrmrant ( Pltuluot<rttur rt i,(r/.) ! ' I

Gteat Colrrrolant (Pltulqcn\ota; (orhI) 1,1;

Snrall BlLre Kinglisher (A/<rcrlo arlrr.r) t i, ;
Conrb Duck (Surkidionti.t Dt?lutu)tt)s) i
Collrrnorr Cutt (Fu|it u utru)
Eurasian Spoonbil l ( I ' lutaleu leutrtr11iu)

' t t t ;

1 0 0 0 +  
r ' \ '

. l(x)+ /rU

l , l ( )+

l -50+
100+  . . . r
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2
40+
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Ct tn rn ton  Mr l l l hc t t  lOz l l / l r l  l t t  t  l t l r t n tpu t l  g  . . . , , , ,  .
wh i t e -h Ie i t s t e ( lW l te rhe l l (A t t t uun l r t t i . l 1 l l t l t t t i cu ru ' s )5
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|  , r  I')

o0*  
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I t )

Westerr r  Reel -El l re  t  (Egret ta gula l is i
C'ilntrrron Clane (Gi rru,qll.t)

I at salt works side
l2 at salt wolk side

Thcse wcre the obscrvations made fiom a
singlc point only (Dhunvav watch tower). Total bird
courr( uncl spccics nurnbcr. is l ikcly to be much highcr.
Conrnron Cranc is thc ntigratory spccies, rcst of all
alc tcsidcnt brccding spccics. Great Crested Grebe
rvas rccordcd brccding at KBS in t984 and sincc then
scvcral rccords of its brcccling tiom thc samc area are
avai lablc. Common Crlncs and Dcrnoiscl lc Cranes
cornc fbt 'night loosting at KBS in thousunds. hcncc
count dol)c clulirrg day tinc docs not reUect thc ercfual
nuurbcr ut i l is ing thc wctlanc.

White-throated Munia(htnchuru maloburit ttl l-5+ 's:=

Pipit Lrnidenrilied (r
In TBS also, bird sighting rccordcd rcpr.cscltts

only I  f iact ion of actuf l l  nunbcr and binl spccics
prcscnt. Total bird count and spccics nunthcr- is l ikcly
to bc much highcr. The siglrcd nuntbcrof Rrrff  is
cxact)y I o/o geographic population of thc spccics. In
past (Scptembe r, 1999). f locks of morc rhan 60.000
birds lrave becn recordcd herc by Trivcdi ct al.  . . , ,r , , ; . . . t .r  i

, , . 1  , \  : ,  , , 1
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Eurasian Scoops Owl and Eurasian Eagle-Owl at Surendranagar
l . r r r r ;  l r ; r t l r ( l  : r  Y 'gendra Shal r  , ' . t l  I '

. 'An l l l d . opp ' / \ I l ] t | , u l k t I nJSoc ie t y . J i n ta | l l t l l a r l .S t r re l t c l r - anaga r ' - - - ] ( r 3001 'E - r r r . r i l : y | l l sh55@)yah ( ! ) ' c ( )n ]

Eulrsiarr Scitttps Owl (Ottrs st:o1ts) was sccn
by orr group ut Wridh vtrr - V:rgchcla road during last
vcar  (scc l - lamingo Vol .  3  (  l ) :  1005) .  l t  was s ig l r rcd
again in  thc s l r rc  arc i l  on 22" ' l  Novcmbcr 2005.  i  was

roVr lg i lc toss thc [ I l )cs sc l t r .ch ing tbr  thc ErLras ian
Eirglc-Ou,l (.Rtltt lttho\. lt rvts cvcning tjmc irround
5:30 pnt .  Onc snra l l  owl- l ikc  b i rd suddcnly  f lcw and
sctflcd r)r) ir ncarhy Prtsoltis .jukflor-a. The flight of
thc h i rd was Ikc owlct .  bur  thc b i rd was s l ight ly
srr ra l lcr ' .  S() .  lwcnt  c loscr  t ( )  idcnt i f_r , thc b i rc l  and i t
wus lrgain Euursirrr Scops-Owl. Thc light was too
cl inr  to  t tkc l r  p ic turc.

Thclc rrc many rnan-madc mines near
Wadhvun lown.  l t  is  thc most  important  s i te  of  our
l r rc l  bccausc i t  is  thc honrc of  7  Eurmian Eaglc-Owls.
W c  h a v c  s c c n  7  a c l u l t  b i d s  r i l l  d a y .  l a m  n o t
dcc la l ing cxact  urca bccrnrsc of  thc th tcat  on th is
spccics. On 2(r'r' Novcrnhcr. mysclt. Chiku Vora.
Prashut  Chavda.  Vishr i  - l 'hor . ia  

and Uday Vora
visitcd thc placc. Thcrc wirs lt ncst of Eurasian Eagle-
L)rr.l u,ith 5 cggs. t think ir is vcr.y r.rrc in this spccics.
I rctcrrcd [(] thc hooks to confirm clutch size. Thc
nrirxrnrLt[] rcpoftccl clrrtcll sizc is:l cggs. On that day
wc s l*  7  Errmsian Eaglc-Ou, l  ac iu l ts .

Sontc intcrcstir)g obscrvirtions on clufch size
and dict of this spccics il last 2 years of study and
rnoni tor ing arc ls  fb l iow:  Thc c lutch s izc was
obscrvcd ro bc 3.  4  and 5 in  the year  2003.2004 and
2005 rcspectivcly. Difl 'crr:nr tirod itenrs in thc diet of
L,Lrlasiarr Etglc-O',vl lvcrc idcntitjcd tiom thc pcllets
and t l is t inct  cv ic lcnccs.  Wc ibuncl  n lorc than l4
dilL;r'cnt spccic.s ol rlantmals, birds and insects in
thc i r  d icr .

l .

z.
3 .

Manunals:  Black-nappcd Harc.  Fic ld nr icc ancl
Hedge hog
Rcpt i lcs:  Lizard
Birds: Pigeons. Dovc. Kingfislrcr. Liu.ks. Robin.
Horrsc Crow (Corvus sltlcnltrr.r). Santlgr.orrsc.
Partndges/ Quails, lndian Poncl-Hcron (Anltttltr

, ,2  grqr i r ) .
4 .  Inscct :  Bcct  lcs

During non-breeding scason. wc did not tind
many var ia t ions in  thc i r  d ic t  but  r lLLr ing chick-r .cr r r ing
period. both chicks and p.rrcnts consrrmccl varicty of
fbotl itcnts. During brccding. its rnain fbod itcrns
rverc the field micc or rat. Somc tirnc pigcons ancl
doves werc also consumccl bLrt in less nuntbcr.

Somc pai rs  Lrsct l  thc satnc ncst  s i tc  again in
2005 fbr ncsting. ln Novcmbcr 2004. u,c sulv 4 cggs
In same placcs and a f-cr.v of thcnt lracl sLrn,ivcd and
chicks tlown away from ncsts. May bc. using thc
same place is thc sign of prorcction and sat'cty of thc
nest  and chicks.  Wc used to moni tor  t l tc  s i tc  and
ensurcd that nobody comc thcrc and hanr thc ltcst.
A l l  group mcnrbcrs.  Myscl f .  ChikrL Vor l .  Faruk
CbaLrhan. Vishal Thoria. Prashant Chlvcla antl SLrnrit
Shirh and Shri Bhavanisinhji .rlso lookcd .rftcr tltc
nest and its safcty.

Wc afso saw a Bcsra Spanowltalk 1A<:t:ipiter
virgatus). 5 Eurasian Eaglc-Owl (Bubo buho). I
Sh)kra (Acciltiter badius) and, I Whitc-cvcrl Buzzartl
(Bt t l t t . r tur  te , r ,sr r  I  lnd rn lny sr r r ; r l l  h i r .c ls  j ikc  Dcrcr t
Whcatear (Oenutthe deserti) l-cmlic. Comnron
Crcsted Lark (Galerida cristata). Aslry-cro,,vnccl
Spanow-Lark (E r e np t e ri.\ grj.sea). Chcstn ut-bc l l i ccl
Sandgrouse (Pterucles exustus) ctc. irt thc satrtc placc.

VT.IL ' I 'TIRE CELL - BCSG

r ( ) n t i l c t :

Sll ri SJrehal Pltel. t i  | . s a{att Society. Arhwa Lines, Surar. e,Drli l : snehalpatel8l @redil l l)ail.conl, 9g2--s I l02g.l OltShri Kurtik Sha|tI i. Ashoku'udi. l)anchvaLi. Ell isblidge. Ahnrerluir*t-lS oof,. e-nrail: kanikrha-.rt iC4horrrail.conr
VULTURE HELP LINE

l l  rou l lntl an irrjured vultur.e, please contact l ir l lowing persons l irr.rescue:
SLTIuL: Sttehal l ' jatel -982511021i-1: AhnrectrhaLl: l< ,njiSnu u I ,J8240 2jU45; Bakul Trivecli 91t256 295g7;
Muhura: l{Lrchi Dirve- 999rit}477-5-5:Bhuj: S. N. vLuLr 992-57 j03.5,1: I{ajkor: Ashok Mashrr 98797 58ti I g:
E!1ll1gor, Intlra Crcihvi 9427 | 82755 ADancl: Dhavat l,rrel_ 9E981,12 i?0i
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' [ ' l rcsc 
r r re somc of  thc s ight ing of  vu l ture s  in  Kachchh rccordcd hy Shr i  S.  N.  Vruu .  Ashwi t t  Pot t t r l  l r t t t l

o thels  dul in  s  2005.

29.09.0.i P,  ' l r . l i r .  Tu  M : r r r r l l  i WBV -20 Feerling on carcass S. N. Vulu. J. K. Tin'ltr i

l9.09.05 Dur r r l r .  T r  -Ahd l s l wBV-0l soannl S -  N .  Va ru . . l .  K .  l - t $  a r l

0.1. I L0-5 Moli N4au. Tlr
l \ , l rrndr r

wBV -08 l iest iDg on t lee (hanyan.

coconrrt).  sorDe l iest ing
S-  N .  Va l r r .  Ash r r  i t t  Po t r ra l

L r r . 0 5 l ) r r l r r t l r a .  t u  Mr r t r l r  i WBV -09. EGV -
05. EV -05

Nedr clfcass S. N. ValLr. Ashl l  i t t  l )ot l t l l

.1. 1 1 .05 K, rrh.u r.  tu -Ahtlusa wBV -- l -1 .  Luv
0l  .  Ecv -02

Soaling. rreal carcassand soore
WBV r res t i ng

S :  N .  Va ru .  Ash$  i n  l ) { r r l i l L

04. I L05 Suthri. Tr -Ahtlasa W B V  . I  ] soaring,resting on builcl ing S.  N .  Vu lu .  Ash r r  i r r  l ) r ' r r t : r l

04 |  r .05 . l rLkhiru. Tl i \bclasa wB\/ -08 Nesting ancl lLestingtl l r  Birnay l
ttee

S.  N.  VarLr .  Ash*  in  l ' r r r t ra l

04.I I .05 l )al inghunr. Ta -

Nakhalrana
LBV .04 Nes t i ng

t t .  l ] . 0 5 l )olatLir i .  Tr- Mart lvi wBV- r00 Near cafcass S N.  Var r r .  M.  B .  Khau i .
Ashu i r t  l ) r r r t ta l

2 2 . l 2 . 0 5 Poladi l .  Ta- M andvi ECV-150 Near carrass S N.  Var r . r .  N l .  l J .  Khr l . i .
Ashrv r r  l ' o r r r t I

2 1 .  t 2 . 0 5 l )olacl iu. Tl- M anclvi KV-OI lar l ioDl carcass S N.  Vr i r ' r r .  N l  l l .  Khr r t r  r .
As l r r r  in  l Jor r t r l

12 .12 .0- i I)oladia. Ta- M rnclvi EV-OI Irar' liorn calcass S  N .  Va lL r .  l \ i . l J .  Kh : r t r i .
Ash r r  i n  l ' o rna l

0l  .01.06 Palar ChLrra. Ta-
N i lkhatl  ana

LBV-05 Nesting site S N.  Va lu .  T .  B .  Chhryr .  S .  B .
l l r th i

0t .01 .06 Dunrrr Ta Ahtlasa wBV-01 Nestirg site S N.  Va lu .  T .  B .  Chhrya .  S .  B .
H l t h  I

0t  .01.06 Suthr iTr Ahdusu wBV-36 NesLing site ancl nea[ carcass S N.  Va l t r .  T .  U .  Chh ly r .  S .  B .
Hr th  i

0t  .01.06 Jahkau. Ta Ahclasa wBV-06 NesLirg on hLri i Ig ind t lee S N.  Varu .  T .  B .  Chhay- l .  S .  l l .
Hatll i

29.01.06 Jahkarr. Ta Abclasa wB v-07 N e s t i n : , r r r  h u i l r l i r n  r n t l  u e e S N.  Va lu .  T .  B .  C hhry r
29.01.0(r Kothrf l w B V - 1 6 Nesli  l . l  o t |ees S N.  Va lu .  T .  B  (  l thara
29.01 .06 S u th l i -06 Nesting on trees ancl bui lcl in!s S N.  Va lu .  T .  B .  (  hha1r
29.01 .06 l)ubdi.r WBV.4O.EGV-

30.LB V-02
neul  cafc i lss S N .  V  u .  T .  l 3  C  l r ha la

29.0t .06 I)alal Ghuhrta LBV.O2 Nestinc S N.  Va lu .  T .  B .  Chhaya
I2 .U1. (16Moti MaLr. Tr N4anclvi wBV-02 Nes t i ng  i n  va ( l i t r n  eocu ru t  bee S.  N.  Va lu .  A .  S .  I 'o r r r i l .  N1.  B .

Khat l i .  J .  A .  l )u l rDaI
12.01.06 Bet  Mot i  l \ la t r -

l ' jol ir(l ia. '[a l\ landvi
wBV-02 overheacl t lying S.  N.  Va lu .  A .  S .  I ) ( ) r r l l .  l v l .  B .

Khat l i .  J .  A .  Par 'n )x r
r2.03.06 l)oladia. Tu M artclvi EGV.I2 overhead Ilying rurd near ciucass S.  N.  Va lu .  A .  S .  I ' r r r r r r l .  l \1 .  B .

K l ta r l i ,  J  A .  l ' r i t  t ra r
l9 .01.06 KtrthrLru. Tr Ahtlu:.r ECV-02 ovelhercl l ly ing 5 .  N  \  u l r r .  A .  5 .  l \ r n t r r l

l9 0.1 0(r KoLharr. Tit  Ahtlasa w B V - 1 9 overhead t lying antl  nesting in
vldl

S .  N .  Va lL r .  A .  S . I ) o r r l l

9.01.06 SuLhri. Ta Abdasa wB v-02 nesling or beds S.  N.  Vu lu .  A .  S  l ' , ,mr
9.0.1.06 Jak l t a r r .  Ta  Ab t l asu wB v-05 nesting on heds and on lree S.  N.  Varu .  A .  S .  Porua
9.0.r 06 Durrrrr. Tu Ahdrsir wB v-02 nesting on coconul t l  ee S.  \ .  Varu .  A .  S .  l )onra
9.0.1.06 Slrcl iral.  Ta Abdasa wBV-03 neslrng on cocor)uL t lee S .  N .  Va r i r .  A .  S .  l ' o t na

l 0



Vulture survey in May 2006
Anil Jivanlal Patel

8/26. Shryona Sociery, Deuoj road, Kadi-382 715

On 5'h Augusr 200(r I r-cceivcri ncws lrom
l-'orcsl gtti d thitt vcry lalgc nrLntbcr of vulturcs arc
sccr) ncar VirpLLr Mirha.jrirr I 'an.jarapolc. VrrpLrr. Ta
Virirnr_9anr. Dist Ahrncdiiblrd. To contlrm tltc news,
I  v is i tcd t l tc  Purr . j r r lq to lc  on vcrv t lcxt  day at  03:00
p.nr .  a ld  lccc i rc t i  t l ls t  hund ncws about  vrL l t rLres
tR)nt \\,atc lt l lt iLt). I rcacitcd thc placc as pcr his
gtriclaruc. pussitrl thlrtugh u,atcr loggcd gra-ssy land.
I u'ls lstonislrcd lo scc tllc hunclrctls of vnltures
thcrc. I countcd thc soaring vrrltrLrcs flrst and then
tl]osc roosting oi yarctkhudu trcc and lastly vtllturcs
slttlng ot) glorLtrtl rrrcuncl 50 ntctcrs away fi-om mc. I
a iso corrntcd scpl fa te ly  thc Egypt ian Vul t tLrcs
plcscnl thcr-c in goocl nulltltcrs. I also saw axtund
140 Whitc lbis and lirrgc nLrnrhcr of Cilftlc Egrcts
prcscnl thcrc.

I visitcd rhc Panjarapolc and talked to
Tirkhatsinh. tltc ntar)lgct. and Mukcshbhai. the
Chanrar. Thcy intbrntcd ntc fhat tltcsc vultures are
not  r r fnr i r l  o t  hrunan prcscr lcc.  BnoLLgh tbod is

availablc lrere and thcrc is rcstrictcd cntry in thc
grassland arca of the Palrjarupolc . Hcncc. thcy arc
sali herc. When a deld aninral is broughr ro rhc
opcn ground tbr drcssing in thc morning bctwccn 9-
I t )  a.rn. .  around 500 vLr l turcs cor lc hcr.c tbr tbod.
Thc number is lcss in the evcning hours.  As pcr my
opinion they arc not rcsiding l tcrc hut must bc
visiting from tar ofT plirccs. Thcrc arc :l
Plnjarapoles in this arca withirr 40 krr rangc. lt is
lcarnt that vrLlturcs arc also visitirrg thcsc
Pa nj arapo lc s .

Dctails of vulturcs sigl.)tcd at Virpur
Mahajln Panjtrapole arc as undcr:
White -backed Vu ltur c-8zl-Sotrin g
Whitc-backed Vufnrrc -57-Roo sting on \/urakhrtdu
tree
White -backed Vulnrre - 126-On tlrc grouncl
Egyptian Vulture-46-Roosting on rrccs
edge of talav and distributed on groLrncl
A total of 3 | 3 vrLlturcs wcrc sightcd hclc.

In group
ncar tnc

Rosy Pastor
Rosy Starling or Rosy Pastor (Srririra.r

rr.rscrr.r) is rtnc of tlrc ntost conllllon lnd irbundant
nr igratory spccics in  nor th-$cstcrn lnc i ia .  Dur ing
March/ April thcy congrcgatc irr vcry largc numbcr
at  fhc i r  n ight  roost .  Onc srrch n ight  roost ing s i tc  of
Ros) Paslors rvas itlcntitlctl at T. B. Hospital
Cl r t tpr rs .  t )L ' i t r  C() l r i  i r t  V l r r l ' r l : t r t r  e  i t1

A progranrrnc io lvatclr Rosy pastors at T. B.
Hospi t i r l  CurnpLrs was organizcd on I ' r  Apr i l  2007.
Mcrnbcrs ot  l l tc  soc ic t )  anc l  b i r .dwt tchcrs of
Vutltxlrrir and Anand rvcrc irtvilcri in the Rosy
Pastor \\'atching prograll)n)c. AroLrncl 50 panicipants
fRrnr Vadoclarit and Arrand ttcndcd thc progrirmme.
Dr. Gccta S. Parlarc. R. V. Devkar. Raju Vyas,
Kartik Upaclyay. Dhurjati Vaishnav of Vadodaral D.
N. Rank lnd B. M. Parashar.ylr of Anand interactcd
with thc participants and iLppraised thc urbanites
who stoppcd ro warclt thc tlisplaying birds. As it
ttLrncrl dtrk. thc birds scttlcd ancl sropped chirping.
AlthorLgh ir wrs not possiblc ro count the birds.
cvcrv onc agrcctl ro thc figurc around I00,000

Watch at Vadodara
birds! Dr. Ccetir Padatc is kccping track of this
specics to dctermine jts dcpitrturc datc. Shri Mirnoj
Thaker otl'crcd tca and light rcticshnrcnt ro rlrc
pafticipanLs. Media pcrsons titirn local tclcvision
channels captured the cvcnt and tclccitstccl I story
on Rosy Pastors fbr next two days. A rcport of thc
event  was a lso publ ishcd in  lnd ian Expr .css c la i ly  on
2M Apr i l .

lDr. Tarun Joshi and .fitmilt, vtcttchecl ubout
200,000 to 250,000 Rosl' Pastors (t Pi1;ltttu natrr
Nadiad, Dist. Kheda on l5't' April 2007. On stuttc
date Dr. P. S. Thakker and B. M. Pttrtt.slturttt
watched about 200,000 birds roo.tting nutr l!L4
carnpus, Ahntedabad- Dr. Thakkar infonntd thut
there are several satellite nnstittg silas ii
Ahntedabud cit)t and therefore the lnpLrlution si:c
could be nuch bigger in Ahnrctlubttd tthne. Il va
identilt ' all itry)ortant roosting sitcs rl Rost pusntrs
particularlt tlurirtg tlteir r(tLtrn ntigrution _itt utrlt,
April, their al4trtxirrtate nunthcrs visiting Gujnrut
coulcl be e stimat?d. - Eds.l

l l
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Josl ru .  J . .  V.  GokLLla ln t l  S.  F.  Vcslv  Strnt lcra l
(2007). Status of Pictl Tit PttrLts nuchalis in
Narayln Saror.lLr Sirnctuary. GLrjarat, India.
lnd iun Rirds 3(3) :  9 l -93.

Kathju. K. (2007 ).Obscr.vations of nusual clrrtcll
s izc.  rencst ing tnd cgg conccl lmcnt  by Sarus
Clancs Crrrs uttigon( in Gularrt. hxlia. Forktail
2 3 :  |  6 - 5 -  1 6 7 .

Khlrchcr.  L.  ( l {X)7 ) .  A t l ight dorr  n rnc rnorv lanc t l tc
little brown ptr,tlcs. lrtliutt Ilinl.; 3(2):71-15.

Parasharya. B. M. and A. Tcrc (20(Xr). Lcsscr'
Flamingos in lntlil: A Knorvlcdgc lJpilltc.
Arand Agricultural Univcrsitv. Ananrl.
lndia.28pp.

Singh. A. K. (2007).  Wi ld Ass Sancturrn, .  Strur ' t t rur\ .
Asia 27 (2): 60-65 .

, \o Di l te Nlrne anrl rrurnbel ol bi lds Place
I 24 -09-05 Pie(l  Tit  ( / 'd11rr r i ' r(  /?.r/ l r)  (02) At ChaclLrva l{akhir l .  Tx. l lhul

r.1,09 05
09-i)l -06

C|eut Irrdian B!stal.(l (A//er)ri r ign."pr) (0I l-tnlale)
Cteat Indian Bustarcl (Arrlc,;ru aig,t.epr) (07)

At  Na l i a  g r l ss l unc l
Kunathia Dhrr l l  Cri tsslatrd

l 22- l0-05 Eufrsian Col( lel Oriole (Oriolus rtr iolur) (01 lenrale) At  Madhapar .  Bhu i
4 26- | | -05

l5 -0 r -06
l{e(r-hef(le(l FttlcLn (Fa kt t t h ittl ut nt 1 (Ol I
I ted-heacled Falcon (01 )

Kh.rtl i  bet. Creat l lar)n
Bita. Ta. Ahdasa

5 26- l r -05 Corttrrxrn Swullrr* (Hirnvlo m,tt icu) (> 4(J)\ Betu een Kharoi-Kundisar. Ta. Bhachau
6 26-r  |  ,05 ( 'orDnron CIane (C/-r l . \  .(  /r / . !  )  (>200) Ou high altitude rt Drrclhai.-l 'r. I. lhrrchaLr
1 | l ] - 0 _ 5

9 -0.1-tX)
Sreppe U,rgle (A./r/ l/d nipulotti-r) (>35)
Steppe Eagle (03)

At Chhali  Dhanclu (( l ly).  Tl.  Nakhiunrrrr
Nali l  Cri isslantl

r -r2-05
9 03-06

Ta$'ny Ergle (Ar1aila rupax) (01)
To$ l) h.ag1e (0-l)

Nexr nest ir t  Chhafi  Dhan(lLr (( lrv)
Na l i a  C l l ss l an i l

9 I  I  -  l l -05
l4 -0 t  06
l-5 -0 t -06
Ott-02-06
08-02-0(r
I 2 -.1{(r

Hpocolius lHtpx tl ius unpclinut) (4O)
Hvpoco l ius ) (05)  '  i t . r ; ' t
Hy loco leus  (01  )
Hllocolerrs (09)
Hypocoleus (02)
H_l,pocoliul (04)

At t ir la_v. Tit. Nakhatra a
Chhari Dhunrlh
Chhari Dhundh
Chhari Dhurrrlh
Fulay ltakhal
Chhru i Dhandu

l 0 25,  l ] -05 l J e v r r  C ,  r  t r \ c l  I  (  , ,  r , , ,  / / /  \  ,  l l / \ , r r )  { ( J  |  ' V igha l '  ' 1 ,  C reeL  Ra r r r r  , , t  K rchchh
l l 25-r2-05 Creater Hoolroe-Lrtk 1Aluewn uIrurl ipct1 ( l I Be t *een  Ka l i n t  sah i  and  V i ! h r r koL
l l I  | - 0 r  0 6 Drtl trut ier I 'c l icarr (/ ' r4r,carrtr l  (  / i r /11.\) (1,1) HaDrisi i f  tank (r l  l lhLl i
1.1 r  |  0 t - 0 6 While t l i le( l  Lapu ing ( l / l i i r , / / l r  lcucuttt t)  (02) Der.isal tank. Ta. Bhui
1,1 l5 -() | -0(r Fr r r , .  i : ' t r  \ \  r )  r r c i k  ' J t u t  n ' r , t u i l l , t t \O l  t B  i r a ,  Ta .  Ah r l u r l
l 5 l-i () I -0(r Morttugrr '  :  l larr- igr ( ( ' /11tlr  p, l iq.r, ;q!r )  (0 I  ) Lala Bustarci Surrctury
l 0 l.r -0I -06

09-01-0(r
l9 -.1-06

Stoliczkr': Bush Chtt iS/nr'(y)/.r rtu ) t!-n&a) (02)
Sto l i czka  s  BLrsh  Char  (02)
Sblicrkr's Bush Char (01 male,O1 t'emale)

La la  Bus ta |c l  Sanc t r  y
Nr l ia  C lass la r rc l
La la  Bus ta l ( l  Sa  c t r l r !

t 7 22-0 | -0(r lllac'k-necked Stotk (Eph ipp Lt rhyn.lv r driatidt !) (01) Gangl creek. Malclvi
I 8 2(r-01-0(r Cotlon Tell (N/IIal /.t Lt ttrttnunrlelianu t) (0 1) Mrr  d i  T r  l r r r  rL l i
l 9 09 02-06 ELr t asiaf La! le,Ou I (t |ubo buho) (.01) Bc .nec r r  K  ' t l r r r r  V i r r , l h : r r r .  T : r .  Ah r l ; r s r
20 0c)-0:,0c) B . ' ,  e , t  t  r i l v  I  H i ,  t ,  t , t ,  I | ,  l ) t  t  t , r t t t , ,  t l ) l  t Motirala. Ta. Abdusa
2) l t u t - 0 ( , CrerL Cleste(l  Grebe (1'r lrrr2.r .r ' r .r /dal. i)  (03 ) KL rkn ru  v i l l egetank
22 r - t  0 6 White-bellied Mlittivet ( P eri cnt a tnrr rnrluzp_r3llr') (01 nrale) Lair leselroir ' .  Ta. Bhu j
23 l2-0-1-0(r Tickell s U lue-Flycalclher (C'r'alni.r . i .t. i / i .rt) (01 male) ( 'hucluva l lakhal
t,1 i l-0.] 06 l l l : r . l - r r , l c . tM , ' r r ; n i h - l - l ) ; u r . hc I rH r l u , r / r r r r r , . r - t r r ' , . . r r ( 0 l r r uh ) Ch rdu r  r  R l khL r l
25 l2-0.1-06 Asiarr Openbil l-Srork (Anur krttur t )sdtun s) (02) PrJl\ l f  .Tj l , ,  ' .  Ch dUvu
26 r9{.1-06 Drltef (A/r/ / tr ,(d rtc IdIy)!/r ! to')  (0I) Kha t l i  ponc l .  Ta .  B  h r r j
21 l 2 -0.1-06 Osple) (/ 'ai i(/r/)/r hulfuuu:I (Ol\ Plagsar.Tanko. Chatluva

t2

l"ollowing iLrc thc import.ult bird sightings in Kachchh rccordcd by Shri S.N.Vnru

, l

, , 1 t
, l t



Flamingo Vol.5 No.3 & 4 (J

Following are the important bird sightings shared by the members

;+.

3 .

2.

t . Red-hcadcd F-irfcon (Fa1co chicquera) -1 at
Anrot l .  Dis t .  B i taruch on l7 'h  Ju ly  2007.
Dishlnt Paraslraryir. Vadodara.
A pail of Spottcri Munia (Innchura
pundulata) ncstcd two fcet away hom my
hclcl cnd of bcd on l4'r' October 2007. piyush
Patcl. Valsad.
Collared Pratincole (Glareota pratincota) -
600 irncl Sntall Prrtincolc (Glareola lttttea) -3

.irt NlLvt Talav. Ta. Patadi. Dist. Surendranagr
on 24'h Octobcr 2007. Chiku Vora.
SLrrcndrln agar.
Slcndcr-hilled Gu.ll (Lttrus genel) -l I pairs
ncsted af Charakla Slltpans. Ta. Dwarka.
Dist. Jamnlrgar on 8'n May 2007. Satish
Tr ivcdi .  Mi thapur .

5.  S lcndcr-b i l lcd Gul l  ( lanrs gerre i )  -  5000+ in
watcr. nonll to Suigarn-Nadabct Road. Ta.
Vrv. Dist. Banasklnrhar on l6rh October 2006.
B. M. Parasharya. Anand.

6. Sarus Cranc (Gnis antigone) nest with two
. cggs at Mulanpur. near Santrampur. Dist.

Panchmahll on24th Scptcmber 2007.
Mahadik Sh ivq i rao S. .  Santrampur.

7. UltrirrnrLrinc Flycatcher (Ficedula
supcrciliaris) urt Ratanmahal Wildlif 'e
Sanctuary on 20'h Febr-rLary 2007. Bakul
Trivcdi Ahmedabd.

8. Jerdon s Ch loropsis (Chloropsis
I"  Novembercochirtchinensis) at Anand on

2006.  N.  A.  Thakor .  Anand.
9. Stone -CrLr lcr.v lRurhinLrs oedicnenws) - 5O+ at

Anand on 3 l' ' Dccember 2006. N. A. Thakor,
Anand.

f0. Stonc-Curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) - 5l
ncal  P i j .  Ta.  Nadiad.  Dis t .  Kheda at  l2 :30 hrs
on 26'h Dcccnrhcr 2007. Tarun Joshi. Nadiad.

I l. Whitc-ncckccl Stork (Clconla episcopus) -l
ncst in urb,ln arca of Kadi. Dist. Mehsnna on
4' r 'Octobcr  2007.  A.  J .  pate l .  Kadi .

f2. Eurasiarr Eagle-Owl (Bubo bubo) - 3 nesrs.
each with 5 cggs at SLtrcndranagar on l0th
Novcnrbcr 2007. Chiku Vora. Surendranagar.

13.Sociablc  L iLpwing (Vunel lus gregar ius)  -25
ncar  Bcchra j i .  Dis t .  Mchsana on 29 'h
Novcmber 2007. Uday Vora. Gandhinagar.

14. Sociable Lapwing (Vanellus gregarius) -13
near Vav, Dist. Banaskantha in lmt rvcck of
January 2007 sccn bv Mohir Andlrariir and N.
Sethna. U. A. Vora. Canclhnagar

15. Houbara (Chlanl,dotis unclullttt) -5 antl
Shon-cared Owl (Aslr., t'lannrcus) -5 in Linlc
Rann ncar Bajana. Ta. Patadi .  Dist .
Surendranagar l7'h Novcmbcr 2007. Chiku
Vora. Surcndrirnagar.

| 6. Common Ravcn (Cr.rn,lrs cr.rra,t) - | rt Boru
vi l lagc, ncar.  Suigam. Ta. Var.  Dist .
Bana-skantha on l5'h Octobcr 2006. B. M.
Parasharya. Anand.

17. Blrre-chcekcd Bce-eater (Merops persicus) -
1000+ on roadside electric wirc on Suigam-
Nadabct Road. Ta. Vav. Dist. Banirskanthir on
| 6'h Ocober 2006. B. M. parasharya. Anrnrl.

18. lndian Plaintive Cuckoo (Cacrttttutti.s
passerinus) frrst call fbr thc ycar uroLrnd
Valsad heard. Piyush Patcl. Valsad.

19. Dalmatian Pclican (Pclr,tlr tus crispus) -20
and Grcat White Pclican (pclecrurus
onocrotalus) - 300 in saltpans ncar. Malil.
Disr.  Rajkot on I9 'h Octobcr 2006. B. M.
Parmharya and N. A. Thakor. Anand.

20. Whiskercd Tcrn (Chlidonitts ht,bridus) - 30O+
(at lcent 50olr., birds in brecding plumagc) ar
Falku dam ncar Dhrangadhra. Djst.
Surendranagar on 28rh Junc 2006. B. M.
Parasharya and N. A. Thakor. Anrnd.

2l. Small Pratincole (Glareoln /dor,rl) ncst wirh 4
eggs at thc edgc of Kadana danr ncar Bugad
village. Ta. Santrampur, Dist. panchmahal on
29"'May 2006. B. M. Parasharya. Anancl.

22. Grerter Paintcd -Sn ipc (R()slratula
benghclensis) pirir on water pool ncar
Dholcra. Dist. Ahmedabad on 9rh Junc 20(Xr.
B. M. Pariisharya, Anand.

23. Red-crested Pochtrd (Rhoclones.ru rulintt) -3
at Wadhwana Tank. Tl. Dabhoi. Dist.
Vadodara on 26'h Jnauary 2007. Ccctn p:rdatc.
Vadodara.

2.l. Collared Scops-Owl (Otu.s brtkknnoentt)
young one fbund at Vadodara on 29rh
Septembcr 2007, maintaincd on lizards and
gecko and releascd back to naturc. Kartik
Upadhyay. Vadodara.

l 3
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o Receivcd "Gyps".  thc Ncuslct tcr  of  thc
I ICSG VulnLrc Ccl l .  Congratular ion to al l  of  you fbr
ctlblts to slve vLr lnLrcs.

I rcnrember rhar Shri Bakulbhai and myself
wrote to Lavkutnarsahcb and Lalsinhbhai zround l0
ycars back rcgarding dcclining vultures in Bhavnagr
ciry. WB V antl tsV uscd to ncst it't Bhavnagar upto
1990. Thcn ntLnrbcr of vulturcs and ncsts dcclined
and total ly vanishccl  s incc last  l0 ycars.

J attcnd fbrcst cirmps in GNP even today as
resource pcrson. Vulturc tlsting on naran (lion kill)
and sorring in thc sky. which used to be a common
sccne carlicr. is now rorally disappearcd. It is f'elt rhat
not on ly vulturcs but crows. kitcs. myna etc. are also
decrcasing day by day. What are the tactors
rcsponsiblc fbr th is dccl ine' l  i i  a qucst ion not only ro
me. but also to n]lrny of [Ls.

Traces of dmg prescnt in meat of dcad animal
treerted with Dicloti:nirc which when consumed
througll mcat tuc toxic to birds -ts projected a-s primc
cilusc of vultrLlc dcaths. But then is it toxic to only
vLLlturcs tnd not to othcr birds t'eeding on carca"ss of
dead rnimllsl I havc sccn cattlc egrets, crows and
kites t'ccding on dcad animals (rcccntly at Vasna
banagc. Ahmedabad). I havc also sccn cattle egrets
tbcding on carcass of dogs. I havc seen Paintcd Stork
occasionally eating rottcd meat.

ln '80s Ihavc rccorded around 300 bird
species in Bhavnagar. The list is published in our
socicty magazjnc. Sincc liist l0 years kires. WBV,
EV etc. havc disappcared. Kites, crows, sparows,
myna are sccn vcry less ficquently. I have rccorded
more thirn 60 bird specics here in my residential plot.
Eirrlier crows. sparrow. babblcrs, bulbul, lndian
Robin. rnynr (al l  3 specics).  Golden Oriole,
woodpcckcr, kocl etc. wcre scen very ficquently.
Nor.r, only tailorbird, bulbul. treepie, Koel, coucal,
peacock iuc only regular visitors of my residcntial
plot .

Compared to Bliavnagar. Alrmedabad is much
more populatcd and pollurcd city. lt is probably the
most pollLLtcd city of the country. Still kjtcs. WBV
nest in tlie middlc of busy city areas of Ahmedabad.
It is r mattcr of priclc tlut divcrsity of the bird species
and popuhtion in Ahmcdabird is much greater than
Bhavnzrglr. I h;rr,c rccordcd a couple of ycars back,
62 bird spccics in Vasna barage arca alone

lFlanringo vol 4 (l-2). 2006). I have scen nests of
Yellow-leggcd Green-Pigcon. Whitc-brcwccl tanrril-
Flycatcher, roller. Goldcn Oriolc. in Virsna b:urlgc
area. Pray birds like shika, Redlrcadcd l-alcon wcrc
also sightcd thcrc. Crows. sparrows. rnyna. babblcr
ctc. are good in numbers in AJrmcdabad whilc thcy
arc declining in Bhavnagar. What is thc tactor that is
prcsent in Bliavnagar but absent in Ahnrcdabaci'l

- Navneet Bhatt, llhavnagar

o This has ret'erence to thc BCSC Vulturc
Workshop hcld at Alrmcdabad on 9'h lfcccrnbcr 2006.

Every onc wir.s ,worried .rbouf tl.)c birds' death
toll at Mahuva. ls it 'diclofenac' rcsponsiblc tbr it l
No body knows. Ncitlier thc departtrcnf nor tny
NGO is sure about thc cxact causc of vr.rlturcs'dcaths
at Mahuva. Many samplcs wcre tirkcn. tcsults nlust
havc hecn reccivcd. rrnd st i l l  no onc wir :  i r r  no. i t ion
to declarc tlte exact carLsc. I agrcc. wc can not cast thc
responsibi l i ty of  th is mystcr iqus decl inc on thc t i t rcst
department. but an eflbctivc conscrvution plrn. has to
be workcd out and implcmentcd within vcry short
time. Otherwise all the monitoring donc so far will
remarn on papers only and thcre wilJ bc nothing lcti
for ftltr.rre monitoring.

Lots of discussion took place on 'diclolenac'

ban and we congratulatcd cach other tbr pcrstrading
Govcrnment to ban the 'diclofenac' in vctcrinarv
medicine systcm. Ir  mighr havc hccn morc'hclpr i r l  i f
Dr. Vibhuprakash would havc cnlighrcncd all the
participants about the legal status ol thc so-ctrllcd
'ban'. As far as I know thc so callccl 'birn' on
diclofenac is mere a letter dated I lth May 2006 of
the Drug Controller General (lndia) rcquesring all
State Drug Controllcrs to implemcnt tltc dccision to
withdraw the veterinary fbrntulatjons of Dicltfii 'nttc.
Can i t  be cal led a legal  ban or a prohihi t ion on
Diclofenac? In my humble view its not. A ban t.rr
prohibition on somc drug can be imposccl onlv wlrcn
it has been dcclared a prohibited drug undcr rhc Dr g
and Cosmetic Act 1940 by the issuancc ofrrcccssary
notification. So fbr the import. of rhc dnlg is nor
prohibi tcd undcr sccr ion l0 of  thc said Act.  Mcrc
controlling or withdrawing manufhcturing licclrscs
will not phasc out the drug tiom thc vctcrinilry
markct comDletelv.
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Vctcrinary rncdicinc cxperts are of thc
oprn io l r  th i t t  thc non-stcmidal  ant i - in f lam matory drug
Lliclolettut is a bootr tbl lhc vcterinary practicc. No
doubt its sidc ctlect on v lturcs is tatal. but thc dnrg
is vcry rrsctitl mcdicinc fbr thc livcstock lnd vcry
c l rc i rp  too.  l r  is  nor  log ica l  to  th ink rhat  cach and
crcr \ ,anrnt r r l  adrn in is lc lc t i  rv i th  thc drug is  going to
dic  a l r t l  l tc i r rg  tccc l  rLporr  b, \ , thc vu l fu lcs.  Unlcss ant i
unt j l  thc ani rnt l  rvh ich is  ldnt in is tered wi th the drug
diclolc'tttu dics ancl its can:lns is cxposcd to vulturci
to t'cccl Lrpon it. thc drug dit lofarut< is no clangcr fbr
thc v t r l tLr rc .  Whv i i lcs tock owners and thct r  s ick
rrttinrrrlS front such llrcirs $hcrc vulturcs do not occrtr
rt all. iLrc to bc dcprivcd tiont thc usc of otherwise
vcrl nrLrch LrsclLri. ctllctivc and chcap mcdicine. In
workshops likc wc organizcd on 9th Dcccrnbcr 2006.
cxpcr-ts trorn thc vctcrinary rncdicinc practicc field _
u'crc rcqLrilccl to bc invifcd to put thcir stirnd fbrward.

Wc all wclc antl arc vcry firnr to fight thc
diclofc'ttuc urtrld r.r' idc. though it is not thc apparcnt
and obvioLrs dangcr .  On othcr  hand we:uc ignor ing
iLpparcnt .  1)bvrous nnd cv idcnt  (d i rect )  dangcrs to
vlltrrrcs. rvhich arc cropping up in disguisc of
dcvc lopmcnt .  cco tour isnr .  and rc l ig ion.  Hcl icopter
sc lv iccs on Ci lnar . .  r .v ind-mi l l  construct ions in
Kachchh.  T()  cnr  p l l l t t  Dcar  Surat .  k i tc  fcst iva ls  in
Ahrncdablcl. ropcway on pavlgadh ctc are such
dircct dangcrs to vrLltures. lf wc wtnt to fight and
protcst rli< 1r.,li,/?ac, wc lnust protcst irll thcsc firctors.
which arc (llmgcrs. to V lturcs too. Wc all ntust
decicic tlrst thrLt \.\,c tte rcprcscnting VULTURES and
not thc dcvcloptrlcnt. ccotourism or religion which
adrcrscly lLtlcct thc bird. Wc llust persrLadc State
Gor'crnnrc0l aurd ti)rcst dcpartlnent to lvork out an
cllcctivc conscrvattion plan ibr thc vulturcs. As ftrr as
lirnding is conicrnccl trtl))' intcrnxtion.rl NGOs. Srate
i rnd Ccnt la l  Clovcrnmcnts c tn hc lp in  implcmcnt ing
thc conscrvllion plan. Panlrapols are major rcscrvoirs
tor vrrltulc hut oo othcr hand thcy arc major fear
Iilck)rs too i1s thcy rLrc mcant tbr sick cattlc. Our main
conscrvalion ccntcrs arc t() bc tltcsc panjrapoles.

- Jaidev Dhadhal, patan

The mynas rct'errcd to in our notc puhlishcd
in Vihang and you wcrc inquir ing.tho t .  wctc Crcy-
hcaded Starling (Stu rn u s nut I u brt r ic u s r t n I u b u r i L; u s).
aboLrt 400-500 in numbcr in Gir l-brcst. Wc harl sccn
its white-hcaded subspccics (S/rilnis rnulahuri<:u.s
bl l , th i i )  in largc numbers at  Mrulunt i r la i  and
Annamalai  Wi ldl i tc Sanctuar ies in South Inci ia.  We
were visiting Gir l-'orcst in March -April during
1980-1990s. At that t i rnc.  wc uscd to scc Grcy-
hcaded Starling in large numbcrs rnaking Kulbalat
during roosting time in hrrshcs on tltc bi tks of
Shingoda Rivcr near Kankai tcmplc. Wc usccl to sit
on river bznk waiting fbr thc lnynas arrivirrg f'ur
roosting in evening hoLrrs. Plunt-hcadcd parakcct
(Psittacula cyanocephda) also rLscd fo roost with
thcm. Thcse mynas were sccn lcss ticqLrcntlv afier
1990. I  havc seen rhcm at Chhodavcl i . . lanvadla and at
scvcral other placcs in Gir orr thc bank.s of rivcrs and
streams. however. not in such a largc nuntbcr. Oncc
wc had sccn these mynas at Kilcshwru in BardrL
Wildlit'e Sanctuary durirrg March on Frc.ir,r trcc.

During Aprrl l9lJ7. rhc draught ycar. wc hirtl
seen Black Bittern (.Dupebt llaviutlli.s) ln Shingoda
River near Kankai temple. Wc huvc irlso sccn Littlc
Green Hcron (Butoritles slrintus) sevcral f imcs itr Cir
F-orcst but tslack Bittems lcss ficqucntly. Thc Black
Bittcrns were also scen twicc on rivcr bank ncar
Kankai templc and oncc at Sasan bchind ITDC
bungalow. Black Bittcrn can bc casilv idcntifictl bv
promilcnt rcddish bi l l  r r  i r l r  r r  ;c l l , , r r  i : l r  r ip.  ycl l , , r i
Bittern (1,robn,c/r us sinensis) wcre also sightccl ncar
ITDC bungalow ar Sasan and on rivcr bank bchind
Adholiya bridge. tsoth thesc bittcrns irrc vcry shy of
numan prcsencc.
-Sudha Mehta and 'l'aru 

Mehta, llhilvasi, Dist-
Narmada

(This itrfonnation was provided by the authors in tt
Ietter dated 8"' August 2000 in resytnse to u .lu(,r\:
ntade by the editors. Since the in/itrnution i,s tltrirt,
valuable, it is published here.-Eds).
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' l 'o My Naturalist Friends; Old and Young

tlie audicncc mscrnhlcd rt fhc Balru"s book relea-se
lirnction. rny mind w&\ in coltsidcrablc turmoil. I
was overwhclmcd with tlrc rcspcct accorded to me
and to my long standing conrpanion and fiiend
Lalsinhbhai.  Wlrat  s l rould lsay' l  What could I  say?
What should I not say'l Ancl wltat could I not say?
Thc dilcrnnra continucs to nag. At thc ftrnction were
prcscnt thc t\\(l Honorary tsditors of Newslctters,
one in Gr4arati and the other in English. being
brought out tbr thc vcry audience prcscnt and tbr
very n)any more across thc statc. Botll were
expecting me to send in something fbr tlrcir next
issucs irnd. lrerc I wirs standing up to deliver an
address! So much cxpccted of me and so linlc being
madc availablc! lt is tlris sort of tililtlre to
concentratc on one's personal rcsponsibilities that
underscores the fhilure of mankind as a whole
coming to tcrms with i ts uniqrrc dcst iny.

How can a col lcct ivc dcst iny be real ized i f
wc trr i l  to have clar i ty fbr our own indiv idual
destinics'1 lndividual dcstrnies have build up into
the collcctivc dcstiny. Wc who are foffun.rte (or
runtbfiunate) cnougll to lrave developed a fbeling
and a conccrn tbr thc environment must concern
ourselvcs in horv best wc can. not only advance our
own programs and ambitions. but in doing so comb
closcr and closcr together to gcncratc a forcc that
provides direction to what is a popular will. lf we
tail to achicve, spcaking in a physicist's jargon,:
cr i t ical  mms. al l  th is awarcness wi l l  be swcpt away
betbre the strong galcs of selfish avarice,
exploitations tbr pcrsonal gains. which are
infhLcncing democratic compulsions appcaring as

they do thc popular  wish.  Hlngolgat lh  thcn.  is  thc

right placc flonr u'hcrc I stirrt writing thcsc lcttcrs to

you a l l ,  and in  the proccss.  crystn l l iz ing l l lv  owl l

tlroughts. It wa-s hcrc, as a child I dcvclopcti try

abiding love lbr the wildcrness. and it wls hcrc thrt

the YoLrth Education Movcmcnt was initiatcd. So.

us ing thc poprL lar  cr ickct ing jargon.  i t  is  f i t t ing thr t  I

s tar t  thc t rnr l  inn ings in  thc fbrn l  o f  thcsc scr ia l izcd

letters to rally thc "tirithftrl" to thc crttrsc of bit'tl

conservation Aom my homc pitch.
Ovcr  thc long ycars.  I  havc c i t t t tc  to  rca l i /c

that we all will have to work ortt ways and lllcill)s t()
generate a strong unity. We just cannot hopc to sa\c

anyth ing agxinst  what  would sccnr  is  l  nr ind lcss
fbrcc which by its mindlcssness hirs tlrc po\\cr to \-r'

ovcrwhelm everyth ing in  i ts  path.  lnd iv idLra ls .
howsocvcr influcntial just cannot sttnd rtgilit)st its

constant prcssurcs fbr long. This tbrcc which sccms
mindless.  many would l ikc  to  considc l  i t  cv i l .  is

biological and as nruch a paft of Nttulc ils
evcryth ing e lse.  Ind iv ic lLra ls  I ravc ncccssl t r i l l '  tc r

worry about daily nccds. Wc all rrc cotrccrttcd
about  thc immcdiatc  secur i ty  of  oLtr  f  unr i l ics .  How

can then. dcclining numbers of insccts or of Yrtltttlcs
take any precedcncc ovcr huntan nccds'l What

mcaning does b i rd watching havc in  a h ighly
c o m p e t i t i V e w o r l d ? A r e a n y t r f L t s l b I c t r l p r o v i c l c
clcar ansrvers'J I rcgrct thc conscrvatiott gnrttps hitvc
totally failcd to providc rezrsonlblc lnsr.vcrs. Nitt.
for that mattcr. hrve we bccn ablc to cvolr c

demonstrable modcls proving thlt our conccnts arc 
' 

)
not csoteric but highly pragilatic. hl thcsc lcttcfs. 

\r

thcn.  I  wi l l  p lay thc dcv i l 's  advoc.r tc .
-Lavkutnar Khachar. .
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