
Himmatsinhji was one year senior to me at Rajkumar college, Rajkot, and the friendship we developed at school 

continued through life till his passing away. A month before his demise, he spoke to me on the ubiquitous 

mobile phone, from across the Gulf of Kachchh, as I was being shown a nesting pair of Black-necked Storks 

Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus in the Khijadiya Sanctuary near Jamnagar. He had been updating notes on that very 

species in Kachchh! While I can claim generating public awareness for the notification of the Marine National 

Park, and the Khijadiya Sanctuary, it is the present Jam Saheb Sataji who ‘pointed’ me to get the action started. 

It is a pity, the Jam Saheb has not written notes on the birds and other natural history of the erstwhile Jamnagar 

State, as his knowledge is unrivalled for its personal exposure. And as for me, I shall always consider whatever I saw 

and learnt in his ‘territory’ as material borrowed from him. Though after Dharmakumarsinhji and Himmatsinhji, 

I have the largest number of writings (see Pittie’s bibliography later in this issue), I feel I have not done enough 

considering what I could have. Had I followed Salim Ali’s advise and maintained a regular and detailed diary 

through life. So, when I remonstrated with Himmatsinhji for not having written more, pat came his wry rejoinder, 

“A pot calling the kettle black!” It is fitting that I conclude this piece by referring to my cousin the late Durbar 

Shivrajkumar Khachar of Jasdan for his very qualitative support to the cause of ornithology in Gujarat. Apart 

from a series of first records for our area in central Saurashtra appearing in the JBNHS, he has to his credit 

among the very first photographs of the Great Indian Bustard and the Lesser Florican to appear in that journal 

(in all he published 37 papers during 1949–1992). Both of us bird-watched together and developed a very close 

and affectionate association with Salim Ali. He under wrote the cost of intensive bird banding for the BNHS at 

Hingolgadh Sanctuary, Jasdan. He also participated in several bird banding camps with Salim Ali in Kachchh. 
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