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Great Indian Bustard (GIB) epitomizes grassland but it equally requires agriculture fields, pasture 

land, fallow land etc. depending on its various requirements. In Gujarat, GIBs can be seen only 

in Kachchh, especially in the Abdasa taluka which also has a sanctuary called Kachchh Bustard 

Sanctuary - the smallest sanctuary of India. Owing to the small size of the protected area, the 

species is struggling to survive outside the Sanctuary, mainly in the revenue areas. These revenue 

areas are the prime bustard habitats - important refuge of GIB, Lesser Florican and MacQueen’s 

Bustard, but regrettably they are considered as ‘wasteland’ in Government records.

Owing to jurisdictional limitations Forest Department is not authorised to manage such wastelands 

as ‘bustard habitat’. So it becomes easy to alter such areas for infrastructural development, and this 

is how many of such prime bustard habitats have been given away for the installation of windmills, 

solar power plants, installation of high transmission power-lines etc. It is very crucial to note that 

research studies carried out abroad have revealed that bustards are predominantly prone to 

collide with power-lines because of their low height flight and comparatively small binocular field 

with large blind area. This renders them blind to the direction of flight while scanning below and 

makes them more susceptible to collision. 

In last 15 years about six GIBs have died due to collision with the power-lines. Such power-lines 

have also been proven fatal for many other important bird species like flamingos, pelicans, storks, 

egrets, sarus, vultures etc. We need to understand that some green energy and the sparkling 

electricity have a dark side which is emerging as a fatal and serious threat to the wildlife. It is high 

time now, Government should either make the powerlines underground or mark it with bird 

diverters or reflectors, at least in and around the prime wildlife habitats.
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Habitat Concerns....
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