
Vol. XIV 4

Oct. - Dec. 2016

Newsletter of the Bird Conservation Society, Gujarat



 Newsletter of BCSG Vol. XIV 4, Oct. - Dec. 2016

Editor:  Bakul Trivedi, M.S.

Associate Editors:  Bhavbhuti Parasharya, PhD; Prasad Ganpule

Editorial Board:  Anuj Raina; Ashok Mashru; D. N. Rank, PhD;  

Indra Gadhvi, PhD; Jugalkishor Tiwari; Maulik Varu, M.D.; 

Ranjitsinh Devkar, PhD

Consulting Faculty:  Geeta Padate, PhD; Pranav Trivedi, PhD; Shantilal Varu;  

Uday Vora; Vinod Soni, PhD

Cover Photo: ‘Bridled Tern’ by Team WildArt

Layout and design: Pugmark Qmulus Consortium

Address for articles: 19/414, Satyagrah Chhavni, Satellite Road, Ahmedabad-380015, 

Gujarat. flamingo.bcsg@gmail.com / drbakultrivedi@gmail.com

Contents: 

Significant pelagic bird sightings off the Gujarat coast ................................................................................ 1

Sightings of Besra in Polo forest and Shoolpaneshwar WLS ................................................................... 5

Road kill of Black Bittern near Pariej Tank, Kheda District ....................................................................... 8

Breeding of Orange-headed Thrush in Gir National Park ...................................................................... 11

Sighting of Blue-throated Blue Flycatcher at Porbandar ......................................................................... 12

Sighting of a probable Long-tailed Skua in Amreli district .................................................................... 12

Observation of bait-fishing using insects by Striated Heron ............................................................... 13

Interspecific feeding of Asian Paradise Flycatcher nestlings ................................................................. 14

Waterbird census at Nadabet wetland, Greater Rann of Kachchh ............................................... 15

Red-billed Tropicbird in Porbandar ........................................................................................................................... 18

Sighting of Siberian Thrush in Porbandar ............................................................................................................. 19

Sightings of King Quail in the Dang forest........................................................................................................... 20

• Views expressed by the contributors in ‘Flamingo’ are not necessarily those of BCSG.

• No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 

without permission in writing from Bird Conservation Society, Gujarat (BCSG).

Editorial.... (by invitation)

Asian Waterbird Census 2017 to Highlight Coastal Count

Asian Waterbird Census - an international waterbird census 

programmme initiated in by Wetland International in 1987 completed 

its journey of 30 years in last January. The Asian Waterbird Census 

(AWC) forms part of the global International Waterbird Census that 

marked its 50th count in 2016.

Over the last half century, the IWC has evolved into the largest 

coordinated biodiversity monitoring programme on Earth expanding 

from a small number of Western Palearctic countries to cover over 

100 countries worldwide. All counters and national coordinators 

can be really proud of what the IWC has helped to achieve. Over 

five million square kilometres of wetlands have been identified as 

being internationally important and 1 million square kilometres 

are designated as Ramsar Sites worldwide. The IWC data has also 

helped detect population declines in time and triggered adequate 

management actions both at site and at flyway level. Thus, the IWC 

is an essential element of the toolbox of waterbird and wetland 

conservation.

Gujarat is on the top amongst all the participating states in AWC 

programme with reference to number of wetlands counted, total bird 

count as well as number of participants. Every year about one hundred 

sites across the state are covered by the birdwatchers of Gujarat. During 

all these years, the sites being covered were large fresh water body. 

Very few coastal sites were covered due to various reasons. This year 

in January 2017, the emphasis of Asian Waterbird Census is on ‘Indian 

Ocean coastal counts’. The objective is to identify important coastal 

wetland sites supporting higher number of bird species for conservation 

purpose. The Bird Conservation Society, Gujarat (BCSG) has planned 

coastal bird census during upcoming AWC 2017.  Members of BCSG 

are conducting waterbird census since its inception in 1987.  Dr. B. M. 

Parasharya – a State Coordinator of this programme and vice president 

of the society said that total twenty teams are identified to cover 

important sites on the entire coastal area of our state. Gujarat has 

1650 km long coastal line with some difficult areas to approach. The 

society aims to cover at least 50 important coastal sites in January 2017. 

In fact, several coastal sites in Gulf of Khambhat and Gulf of Kachchh 

qualify as ‘Ramsar Site’- a wetland site of International importance. Dr. 

Bakul Trivedi, Secretary of BCSG said that such important sites can be 

highlighted only through such special drives. 

The recommended dates for the AWC 2017 are Saturday 7 to Sunday 

22, January 2017, covering 2 weeks and three weekends, when we 

should encourage birdwatchers of the state to count waterbirds. These 

dates are for guidance only and counts from any date in January are 

very much  welcome.

- Bhavbhuti Parasharya
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