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The Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia) is a winter migrant
to India, mainly to SW Ghats and central India, and can be
observed in passage across the peninsula in suitable habitats,
including in Gujarat (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).

On a recent bird watching trip to Kachchh, we were en route
to Fot Mahadev, near Nakhatrana, Kachchh, in the morning
on 23 September 2017. We observed and photographed a
Grasshopper Warbler on a farm fence made of dry branches of
Acacia sp. trees. The bird appeared from within the dense and
darker part of the bramble near the ground and proceeded
to move quickly up, but mainly across the branches to an
approximate height of 2 feet from the ground. It appeared
to be hunting for insects/prey. The structure and plumage of
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this individual left no doubt regarding the identification of
this individual. We had enough opportunities to click a few
photographs showing different angles of the bird before we
lost sight of it.

We later attempted a call playback but even though the
individual responded (providing another confirmation of its
identification), it was not seen again.

Based on the lack of streaking on the throat / breast and some
hint of speckles on its throat, we felt this may have been a first-
winter individual. However, we are not sure regarding the age
of this bird.

Although there have been various sightings of the species in
the state recently; near Amreli (Joshi 2015), near Porbandar
(Zala 2017), in the Little Rann of Kachchh (Ganpule 2017), the
previous record from Kachchh was from the Bhuj area, when a
specimen of Grasshopper Warbler was collected in September
1959 (Ali 1960). Though the recent sighting from Little Rann
of Kachchh is also from the Kachchh district, our sighting
from mainland Kachchh comes after almost 57 years and is an
important record for the region.
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On 5 September 2017, at around 07:30 hrs,| was on the
Jahangirpura-Sayan Highway, on the outskirts of Surat for
birding when | saw a bird similar to a bittern (Ixobrychus sp.)
perched on a tree. So | stopped my car and took a few photos.
I noticed that it had pale creamish underparts with whitish
streaks, white wings and black mantle and crown. | could not
identify this bird but knew that it was a bittern, and different
from Yellow Bittern (Ixobrychus sinensis) and Cinnamon
Bittern (Ixobrychus cinnamomeus). | shared the images with
a few friends and it was identified as an adult Little Bittern
(Ixobrychus minutus).

The Little Bittern was perched near a Baya Weaver (Ploceus
philippinus) nest and sometimes, it was showing aggressive
behaviour towards the Baya Weavers. Unlike other bitterns,
this individual was not shy and skulking. | was able to
photograph it from hardly ten feet, possibly since | was in
my car. After two to three minutes, it noticed me and hid in
the grass, after which | was not able to see it. After waiting
for about five minutes, the bird was found near a small tree,
15 feet away from me. Again, | took a few photos. After this,
it flew away into the grass and was not seen again. The bird
was found near a canal alongside the road, with lots of grass.
In the canal, a large number of fish were present. Hence, it is
possible that this area was a suitable habitat for this individual.
This is the first time | had noted a Little Bittern here and as per
my talk with senior bird watchers here, it is only the second
photographic record for Gujarat.
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[The Little Bittern is thought to be a vagrant to Gujarat, with only
one photographic record from Nalsarovar (Ganpule 2016). The
record from Nalsarovar was in April 2009 when an adult was seen
and photographed near Kathechi village (Trivedi 2015), which was
the first confirmed record of the species from Gujarat; Little Bittern
is not shown in either Grimmett et al. (2011) or in Rasmussen &
Anderton (2012) for the state. An earlier record from Gavier Lake,
Surat, in September 2002 by Mukesh Bhatt (Bhatt 2003) was
considered to be inadequately documented; the editor's note given in
the article states that this is a species which had not been noted in
Gujarat before and hence, detailed documentation was required to
confirm the identification.

This sighting from Surat in early September is surprising. The species
is given as a scarce winter visitor (occasionally) and passage migrant
in Indus Valley, Pakistan, and vagrant elsewhere in India; it winters
mainly in Africa (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). The earlier record
was in April while this sighting was in September. The unconfirmed
sighting from Surat was also in early September. While these only
two records are insufficient to make any comments on its status
here, it is possible that this species could be a passage migrant in
Gujarat. Birdwatchers should look for the Little Bittern in suitable
habitats here in September and October. This photographic record
is important and as stated by the observer, only the second record
from Gujarat, and the first photographic record for south Gujarat
— Eds)
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